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Coming in October 
October 16th will be our annual orchid auction.  
October 30th will be our annual holiday party. 
Both events will be held at the VFW. 

WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�DĞƐƐĂŐĞ 
&ƌŽŵ�^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

*RRG�GD\�HYHU\RQH 

$OO�,�FDQ�VD\�LV�ZRZ�DQG�WKHQ�,¶OO�VD\�LW�DJDLQ�ZRZ��:H�KDG�D�WHUULILF�PHHWLQJ�LQ�
6HSWHPEHU��2XU�JXHVWV�7RQ\�0LOOHWW�DQG�-RVKXD�-RQHV�UHDOO\�SXW�RQ�D�JUDQG�GLV�
SOD\�DQG�JUHDW�DGYLFH�RQ�KRZ�WR�JURZ�\RXU�SODQWV��7RQ\�VWDUWHG�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ�
RII�ZLWK�EDVLF�K\EULGL]DWLRQV��,�IRXQG�LW�WR�EH�TXLWH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�HVSHFLDOO\�KRZ�
PXFK�LQIOXHQFH�%��QRGRVD�KDV�KDG�RQ�RXU�K\EULGL]DWLRQ�RI�RUFKLGV��DV�ZHOO�DV�

KRZ�VRPH�RI�WKH�RWKHU�FDWWOH\D�VSHFLHV�LQIOXHQFHG�WKH�K\EULGL]DWLRQ�RI�VR�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�RUFKLGV��7R�
Q\µV�JHQHURVLW\�WR�RXU�UDIIOH�ZDV�DEVROXWHO\�DPD]LQJ��+H�JDYH�WKH�FOXE�RYHU����SODQWV�IRU�RXU�UDIIOH��
0DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�ZHUH�DVNHG�DQG�DQVZHUHG�IRU�WKH�JURXS��ZKLFK�LV�ZK\�,�IHHO�WKDW�KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZDV�D�
VXFFHVV��7RQ\�WKDQN�\RX�YHU\�PXFK�IRU�\RXU�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DQG�\RXU�JHQHURVLW\� 

-RVKXD�-RQHV�IROORZHG�7RQ\��7KLV�LV�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�KDV�KDG�WZR�VSHDNHUV�IRU�D�JHQHUDO�
VRFLHW\�PHHWLQJ��,W�ZHQW�H[WUHPHO\�ZHOO��-RVKXD�EURXJKW�KLV�FHUDPLF�ZDUH�DQG�EHDXWLIXO�SODQWV���+H�KDV�
FHUDPLF�OLO\�SDGV�WKDW�KH�FDOOV�D�QLFH�SODWWHU�WR�PRXQW�SODQWV�RQ�DQG�RI�FRXUVH�UHJXODU�WHUUD-FRWWD�W\SH�
SRWV��-RVKXD�ZHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�FRPSOHWH�SURFHVV�DQG�KRZ�WKH�SRWV�GLIIHU��7KH�GLIIHUHQFH�RQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�
KLV�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�SRW�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�FXUHG�LQ�WKH�NLOQ�,�IRXQG�YHU\��YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ��-RVKXD�DOVR�
WDONHG�DERXW�WKH�RUFKLGV�WKH�FDWWOH\D�ODVWV�IRU�D�ZKLOH�DQG�JDYH�XV�VRPH�PRUH�LQVLJKWIXO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��
%RWK�7RQ\�DQG�-RVKXD�ZLOO�EH�VHHQ�DJDLQ�WKLV�VSULQJ�DW�RXU�VSULQJ�VKRZ� 

2XU�DXFWLRQ�LV�FRPLQJ�XS�LQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZHHNV�VR�SOHDVH�KDYH�\RXU�SODQWV�DW�WKH�9):�EHIRUH����$0�RQ�
6DWXUGD\�WKH���WK�RI�2FWREHU��$OO�GRQDWLRQV�ZLOO�NHHS�RXU�VRFLHW\�DOLYH��DQG�LW�JLYHV�XV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�GR�GLIIHUHQW�WKLQJV�VR�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�RXU�IDQWDVWLF�KREE\��/RRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�VHHLQJ�
HYHU\RQH�DW�RXU�DXFWLRQ�DQG�ELGGLQJ�DZD\�RQ�SODQWV�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�KDYH�IRU�\RX��:H�ZLOO�QRW�EH�JRLQJ�WR�
.UXOO���6PLWK�DV�WKH\�DUH�VKRUW�RI�SODQWV�WR�RIIHU�VRFLHWLHV� 

1R�IHDU�ZH�KDYH�FRPH�XS�ZLWK���GLIIHUHQW�YHQGRUV�WR�JHW�SODQWV�IURP��SOXV�\RXUV��RI�FRXUVH� 

2FWREHU�LV�D�EXV\�PRQWK�IRU�XV��2Q�WKH���WK�RI�WKH�PRQWK�LV�RXU�HQG�RI�\HDU�SDUW\���2QO\�GDWH�WKH�9):�
KDG�OHIW��WKDW¶V�ZK\�LW¶V�LQ�2FWREHU���(YHU\RQH�KDV�SDLG�WKHLU�IHH�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�GLQQHU�DQG�ZH�DOO�WKDQN�
\RX�YHU\��YHU\�PXFK��,�ZLOO�EH�RUGHULQJ�WKH�IRRG�IURP�WKH�9):�WKLV�FRPLQJ�ZHHN�� 

$Q\�DQG�DOO�PHPEHUV�WKDW�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DWWHQG�D�ERDUG�PHHWLQJ�RXU�QH[W�ERDUG�PHHWLQJ�LV�2FWREHU���DW���
30�DW�WKH�9):�FOXE��:H�KRSH�WR�VHH�HYHU\RQH�WKDW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�DXFWLRQ���,I�\RX�KDYH�
ER[HV�WKDW�\RX¶G�OLNH�WR�GRQDWH�DQG�RI�FRXUVH�SODQWV�WKDW�\RX¶G�OLNH�WR�GRQDWH��SOHDVH�KDYH�WKHP�DW�WKH�
9):�FOXE�EHIRUH����$0�RQ�6DWXUGD\�PRUQLQJ� 

:H�ZLOO�EH�VWDUWLQJ�RII�WKH�EUDQG-QHZ�\HDU�ZLWK�3DP�:DWHUV�RI�2UFKLGV�LQ�%ORRP��:H¶UH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
ZDUG�WR�VHHLQJ�3DP�RQFH�DJDLQ� 

,Q�FORVLQJ�,�ZDV�YHU\�KDSS\�WR�VHH�VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�KHUH�IRU�WRGD\¶V�PHHWLQJ��8QWLO�WKH�DXFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
HQG�RI�\HDU�SDUW\�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�VHHLQJ�HYHU\RQH�RQFH�DJDLQ�QH[W�PRQWK�XQWLO�WKHQ�KDSS\�JURZLQJ 

6 

3�6�—+ROG�WKH�SUHVVHV��$�VSHFLDO�FRQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�&RUELQ�%HOOHU�IRU�JHWWLQJ�DQ�DUWLFOH�DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�
$26�WR�EH�SULQWHG�LQ�D�IXWXUH�HGLWLRQ�RI�2UFKLGV�PDJD]LQH� 
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K�&�&�/�����Z�^ 
WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ ��������������������������������������^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

WĂƐƚ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�������������������������������������������������:Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů� 

ϭƐƚ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ������������������������������������^ŚĂƌŽŶ�tĂŐŶĞƌ 

ϮŶĚ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� �� ����������������ŽƌďŝŶ��ĞůůĞƌ 

dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ   ����������������zǀĞƩĞ�>ĞǁŝƐ 

�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ��:ĞĂŶŶĞ�DŽŶƚŐŽŵĞƌǇͬ^ƵĞ�dĂǇůŽƌ 

ZĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ��ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�������������ZƵƚŚ�dĂǇůŽƌ�����
 ;ŶŽƚ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶͿ 

     

 
 

 

 

' � ^ d Z � � / � ' � ^ � z � > d d � � ^ W 
Z K � t K Z � ' � D � y d � ^ d K � / � K K 
K > / s � d ^ � � z > � / ^ z D W K � / � > 
t � � � � � d / h � D E � � W K W z > > K > 
/ y � y / � ^ s / � � � ^ h K d � � / ^ E / 
E h W & K Z � & ' � s , z � Z / � � � W K E 
' � ^ > / , K d � d & K Z d � d ' s � E � � 
> K � ^ W / � � Z K Z � , / � h d / Z � � d 
� < E h K � � Z � Z � � h W ^ / � � � � s � 
� Z � E ' K � Z E � � h D � h d h D � D ^ ' 
� � D K � D & � � , / y / / D � ^ d K K Z � 
z / ^ Z / � / Z K / � h � > K K < � � / y K 
: h / � D > h / D � D � / y E E � s � > � y 
t � ' , � < E h ^ � ' K d t K E d / � s K > 
, K E / � � ' D K E < � z K Z � , / � / W ^ 
^ h � � K E K ^ E � � s K E � � & K ' K � � 
� � � � D � W � � E / � h � � d ' t > > E d 
K E ^ > � s � Z K � < Z E / < ^ K E > & K � 
d K D � E � � ' � Z / z ' � h h K < / � / / 
/ Z � ^ � � � � � � ' ^ � / W D � Z K � y > 
h � d , � > z D / d Z � W h > � , � > > ^ K 
Y / , K E K Z � D � E K K D � ' / � h D K & 
^ K E / � > / K ^ , � , � ^ / D W > � � ' / 
K E � : � s � t � K K D ^ � s � � ^ K � K E 
D K ^ ^ E ^ & > K t � Z ^ � ' K K � K ' E h 

 

��K�D�D�/�d�d�����^ 

�ƵůůĞƟŶ��;dŚĞ�<ĞŝŬŝͿ �DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ�ĂŶĚ�:ƵůŝĞ�^ŵŽůŬĂ 
�-ŵĂŝů��Ž-ŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ�������������������������������������������DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 
,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 
DĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ� �ƌůĞŶĞ�ĂŶĚ��ƌƚǇ��ƉƉĞůďĂƵŵ 
WƵďůŝĐŝƚǇ 'ĞƌƟĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ� 
ZĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚ�dĂďůĞ sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ 
ZĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ZĞŵŝŶĚĞƌƐ� sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ���� 
^ŚŽǁ�dĂďůĞ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�� DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ��� 
^ƉĞĂŬĞƌ�^ĞŐŵĞŶƚ�tƌŝƚĞƌ� <ĂƌĂ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ������������������ 
dƌŝƉƐ� sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ���� 
tĞďŵĂƐƚĞƌ� �Žď��ĂƐƚ�
 ������;tĞďƐŝƚĞ�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�ďǇ�<ĞŶ��ƵŶŶͿ 
�K^�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

Word Search Puzzle: How many can you find? 

ďĂƌŬ 
ďĂƚŽƌĐŚŝĚ 
ďƵĚƐ 
ĐĂƩůĞǇĂƐ 
ĨĂŝƌǇ 
ŇŽǁĞƌƐ 
ŐĂƐƚƌĂĚŝĂ 
ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ 
ŚƵŵŝĚŝƚǇ 
ŚǇďƌŝĚ 
ŝĐĞ 
ŬĞŝŬŝ 
ůĂǀĂƌŽĐŬ 
ůĞĂĨ 
ůǇĐĂƐƚĞ 
ŵŽŶŬĞǇŽƌĐŚŝĚ 
ŵŽƐƋƵŝƚŽĞƐ 
ŶĞĞŵŽŝů 
ŶŽĚŽƐĂ 
ŽŶĐŝĚŝƵŵƐ 
ƉŽůůŝŶĂƚĞ 
ƉŽƚ 
ƌŚŝǌŽŵĞ 
ƌŽŽƚƐ 
ƌŽŽƚƐ 
ƐŽŝů 
ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ 
ƐƉŝĚĞƌŽƌĐŚŝĚ 
ƐƵŶŽƌĐŚŝĚ 
ƐǇŵƉŽĚŝĂů 
ƚĞƌƌĂƟƵŵƐ 
ƚŚĞůǇŵŝƚƌĂƉƵůĐŚĂůů 
ƵŶŝĨŽůŝĂƚĞƐ 
ǀĂŶĚĂ 
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Exciting Events Coming Up!! 

 

 

Holiday Party October 30th 

Our holiday party this year will be held at the VFW on Otober 30th. We 

will have steak, potatoes and vegetables for our main course, catered by 
the VFW.  We ask each member (or family) to bring a dozen cookies, 

which we will have for dessert and to take home after the event. 

 

NCOS Annual Auction October 16th!! 
Our annual orchid auction will be held at the VFW on October 16th. This is the event where we 
make the money that will support our society’s efforts over the next year. We hope everyone will 

make it a priority to come to the auction, and bring a plant—perhaps a division, or an extra that 
you don’t want anymore, or two or three—to be sold at the auction. You can replace it (them) 
with some great plants from the auction. We will also have a nice selection of plants from local 
Florida orchid growers. Generally, the plants available at the auction are very special and often 

not available elsewhere. THIS is where you get all those cool plants that you see on the show 
table and at shows, where you think “where on earth did they get these? I wish I had one!” 
Please bring any plants you are willing to donate to the VFW Hall by 10:00AM. Viewing of 

available plants to the public will begin at 11:00AM, and bidding begins promptly at NOON. 

Where:  18940 Drayton St., Spring Hill, FL, 34610 

When:  Saturday, October 19th, 2019 

 9:00AM—Plants to VFW for set-up 

 11:00AM—Previewing for the public 

We will be accepting cash, credit cards and checks. 
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Membership Notes  

for October 

by Arlene Appelbaum 

Our September general 
meeting was well attended 
by over 50 signed in mem-
bers and 7 guests. We also 

added 2 more new people to our membership 
roster, bringing our new total to 141 NCOS 
people. 
Please remember that our yearly auction on 
October 16 will take the place of our monthly 
meeting. Your attendance along with your 
friends will aid in making this event successful 
for our club.  
Any member who has ordered a name badge 
will find them available from Arty at the auc-
tion. 

I hope to see many of you at our holiday party 
on October 30th.  

 

By    Yvette Lewis  

Current Report as of 9/30/2021: 

Prior bal. as of 8/31/2021: $12,212.49 

Total receipts (raffle, etc.): $445.00 

Total disbursements: $(629.59) 

Bank bal. as of 9/30/2021: $12,027.90 

Outstanding Checks: ($150.00) 

Cash On Hand 9/30/2021: $11,877.90 

0(0%(56� 

$UOHQH� KDV� JUDFLRXVO\� WDNHQ� RYHU�
VHQGLQJ� JHW-ZHOO� FDUGV� DQG� V\PSD�
WK\�FDUGV�WR�PHPEHUV��,I�\RX�NQRZ�
RI� DQ\� PHPEHUV� ZKR� DUH� LOO� RU�
JULHYLQJ�� SOHDVH� VHQG� KHU� DQ� HPDLO�
WR�OHW�KHU�NQRZ�DW���fluffy2cats@gmail.com    

7+$1.�<28� 

Corbin’s Corner 

September’s meeting was a truly great meeting and if 
you missed it not to worry as next time we meet will 

be for our annual Auction!  The Auction will be held 

at the VFW; our normal place of meeting.  It will be 

the third Saturday of October, the 16th starting at 

noon but doors will be open at 11am for preview. 

Orchids ranging from rare species to the most vi-

brant of hybrids. Fragrance from sweet and divine to 

rich spices like cloves and vanilla to excite the sens-

es. For those daring there will even be some very 

outrageous Bulbophyllum. These are the orchids 

your collection needs! We also need your participa-

tion to make this auction great! 

Back to September’s meeting.  We hosted Tony Mil-

let that we last saw in May and a brand new vendor 

to the amazing Orchid World, Joshua Jones of “The 

Orchid Den”.  Rumor has it that the “Den” in his 

name is for dendrobiums as they are his specialty.  

Josh grows and hybridizes his own “antelope” type 

dendrobiums or dendrobiums from the section spat-
ulata.  Josh brought in some of his pottery and ce-

ramics.  He talked about the differences between 

high fire and low fire clay and what earthenware and 

stoneware are.  Josh also described his potter’s tech-

niques.  One of my favorite pieces is the “branch”.  A 

clay branch made using a cast that was molded 

around an original piece.  I like this piece because it 

mimics a branch that some orchids would naturally 

grow on.  Great for mounting smaller more compact 

species of orchids such as the Cattleya walkeriana he 

had displayed.   

Tony came back in September with his very chival-

rous gift of 20 orchids for the raffle table.  Tony has 

been in orchids for a very long time.  He is a hybrid-

izer using rare cattleya species and unique color 

forms.  He actually used to be a main hybridizer for 

the “Bonnet House” in the Miami area.  When Tony 

was in his 20’s he started up orchids.  He always 
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loved growing by seed and needed more of a challenge than the vegetable and fruits he was used to growing.  

Three years into orchids Tony had created and flasked out his first hybrid of a dendrobium.  Ever since he 

has been making new hybrids and enjoying orchids.  Tony had a great presentation on cattleyas and their 

dominant traits.  He touched base on many orchid grower’s favorites, the brassavola nodosa.  This species 

has very dominant shapes.  When using this as a parent you can guarantee that the offspring will have large 

round lips and very thin petals and sepals.  Also interestingly enough nodosa hybrids are often spotted when 

most nodosa we see are a pure whitish green color.  Tony also talked about what he said to be one of his 

favorite species, cattleya violacea.  The violacea is a very very flat bloom that comes in many color forms.  I 

have in my own collection the coerulea form and the flamea form.  Tony recommends this species because it 

comes in many different forms, practically all that a species can come in.   

After covering the bases on why we choose certain cattleyas to hybridize with and what traits are very domi-

nant on them, Tony mentioned what to look for when purchasing an orchid.  With many orchid shows com-

ing in the near future and lots next year it is great to know what you should be looking for.  Tony told us it is 

all in the look of the plant.  The way the orchid looks is a good determination of how the blooms will present 

themselves.  We should be looking for wide leaves that are flat and even, rather than ones that are curled 

over, thinner and/or may be droopy.  The ones with those nice wide leaves that are flat will often have the 

large, flat, round and symmetrical blooms we look for when choosing an orchid to hybridize with. 

All the talk of what the plant looks like and how that can predict the quality of the blooms go right back into 

his talk about breeding.  Those are the plants kept to breed the next round of babies.  Every generation of 

hybrids or even species breeding should improve upon the last, setting the “new” standard for that species 

or even hybrid.  This could be in your breeding program or acknowledged and awarded by the AOS.   

Now most of us are not planning on going through the extensive breeding process but keeping these things 

in mind when purchasing orchids that are either young or not in bloom will help you get the best blooms in-

to your collection.  Enjoy your orchids and remember we need your support and your plants; if you are will-

ing to part with some divisions or even plants that just will not bloom for you; for our auction this month on 

the 16th.  Remember also our spring show in March; it may seem far away but the time will fly; we need 

member participation to make things like this happen. 

Corbin’s Corner, cont. 
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E�K^�^ŚŽǁ�dĂďůĞ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϭϴƚŚ͕�ϮϬϮϭ 

WůĂŶƚ�EĂŵĞ 'ƌŽǁĞƌ 
sĂŶĚĂ�<ƵůƚĂŶĂ��ĞůŝŐŚƚ�ǆ�s͘ ��ĂŶŐǇĞĞŬŚĂŶ��ĞůŝŐŚƚ �ĞůůĂ�ZŽďĞƌƚƐ 
�ƐĐĚĂ͘�sŝďŽŽŶ�^ƵŶƐĞƚ �ĞůůĂ�ZŽďĞƌƚƐ 
s͘ �WůŽĞŶƉŝƚ�WƌŝǌĞ�;s͘ �DĞŵ͘�dŚŝĂŶĐŚĂŝ�ǆ�ZǇŶ͘�ŐŝŐĂŶƚĞĂͿ �ĞůůĂ�ZŽďĞƌƚƐ 
sĂŶĚĂ��ƌ͘ ��ŶĞŬ�ǆ�s͘ �<ƵůǁĂĚĞĞ�&ƌĂŐƌĂŶĐĞ�ΖZĞĚ�^ƉŽƚΖ �ĞůůĂ�ZŽďĞƌƚƐ 
sĂŶĚĂ��ŚĂǀĂŶĂŶĂŶĚ�ǆ�sĂŶĚĂ��ŚŝŶĚĂǀĂƚ �ĞůůĂ�ZŽďĞƌƚƐ 
�ƐŶ͘�DĂŝŬĂŝ�ǆ��ů͘�DŽƌŶŝŶŐ�'ůŽƌǇ �ĞůůĂ�ZŽďĞƌƚƐ 
�ĞŶ͘�ŚǇďƌŝĚ �ĂŶ�'ƌĂŶƚ 
�Ʃ͘�WŝŶŬ�dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞ�;�Ʃ͘�dŝŶǇ�dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ǆ��͘�ůŽĚĚŝŐĞƐŝŝͿ �ĂŶ�'ƌĂŶƚ 
ZůĐ͘�tĂŝĂŶĂĞ�^ƵŶďƵƌƐƚ <ĞŶ�DŽƌƚ 
�ůĐ͘�dŽŵ��ŽƵƌƚŶĞǇ <ĞŶ�DŽƌƚ 
�ůĐ͘�:ĂŵĞƐ�/ƐůĂŶĚ�ǆ��͘�ĂƵƌĂŶƟĂĐĂ� <ĞŶ�DŽƌƚ 
�ƚƉƐ͘��ǇĂŚ�ZĞĚŝƚĂ�ǆ�WŚĂů͘��ŶŬ��ĞůůƐ <ĞŶ�DŽƌƚ 
�͘�hŶĚŝŶĞ�Ζ�ƵĞŶĂ�^ƵĞƌƚĞΖ <ĞŶ�DŽƌƚ 
>Đ͘�WƵƉƉǇ�>ŽǀĞ�ΖdƌƵĞ��ĞĂƵƚǇΖ <ĞŶ�DŽƌƚ 
ZůĐ͘��ŚƵŶǇĞĂŚ�ΖηϭϬΖ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 
sĂŶĚĂ�&ŝŌŝĞƚŚ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ĞĂƵƚǇ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 
�Đ͘��ĂƌŶŝǀĂů�<ŝĚƐ�;ĂŬĂ��Đ͘�'ƵůĨƐŚŽƌĞΖƐ��ĞĂƵƚǇͿ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 
�Ǉŵ͘�^ƵŵŵĞƌ�&ƌĞĂŬ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 
ZůĐ͘�'ůĂĚǇƐ�KƵŵĂŝ�ΖZŽǇΖ��Dͬ�K^ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 
�ĞŶ͘�ƐĂŶĚĞƌĂĞ�ǀĂƌ͘ �ůƵǌŽŶŝĐĂ� DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 
WŽƚ͘�,ƐŝŶǇŝŶŐ�WŝŶŬ��Žůů�Ζ,ƐŝŶǇŝŶŐΖ ZŽ�tĞŶǌ 
�ƵůŽƉŚŝĂ�ƉĞƚĞƌƐŝŝ ZŽ�tĞŶǌ 
�ŶŐĐŵ͘�ůĞŽŶŝƐ ^ƵĞ��ĂƉĂƌďŝ-dĂǇůŽƌ 
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Those of you who have the luxury of living in a climate where tropical orchids can remain outside through the winter cannot imag-
ine the brow-furrowing vexations endured by those of us who have to sequester our orchid collections to safety before the winter 
season. Not only is every square inch of windowsill or greenhouse bench space already spoken for, many orchid nurseries choose 
this time of year to advertise lower prices and bargains. After all, many of them need to pack up for the winter too. I learned long 
ago that I cannot resist an orchid sale so my windowsills and benches will always be filled beyond capacity through the inclement 
weather. 
This is the kind of obsession that many of us share. Some would call it passion, others pathology. However, due to our fascination 
with the outrageous diversity displayed in the tens of thousands of orchid species and the never-ending array of spectacular and 
easy to grow hybrids, we must resign ourselves to slavishly devoting hours of our personal time, and dedicating vast amounts of 
space and financial resources to our collections. Are we insane? Well, if so, we are in good company. Some extremely respectable 
individuals (not I, of course) are secret orchid growers. You would never know it if you saw them at work or on the street. They 
seem normal enough, with respectable careers, devoted spouses and above-average children. But we know that we are living on 
the edge, seized by an uncontrollable mania that immerses us in that beautiful and mesmerizing world of orchids. If you have not 
yet reached capacity, what are you waiting for? 
CLEAN UP YOUR ACT  Your collection grew well this summer thanks to all the excellent care you gave it after reading about the 
plants in Orchids. Those that summered outside received plenty of rainwater, excellent light and air movement. Many have put on 
large new pseudobulbs. Cattleyas are forming sheaths, phalaenopsis are hardening their newest growths and dendrobiums are pro-
ducing terminal leaves on their long canes, basically finishing their vegetative growth for the year. Now is the time to prepare the 
winter growing space, be it a windowsill, light room or greenhouse. If you have not already done so, take the time to clear out 
debris from last year, clean and sterilize the surfaces with a disinfectant and plan your strategy for getting all your orchids safely 
inside for the winter. 
NO HIDDEN PASSENGERS  With many of your warmer-growing plants, such as vandas and angraecoids, about to come in for the 
winter before the first cold snaps, September may be your last chance to check your orchids for hitchhiking critters. Any number 
of undesirable winter residents may have invaded orchids that are outside. Sucking insects, such as mites, scale or mealybugs, are 
often decimated by the beneficial insects that live in our yards or washed away by rains, but sometimes, small enclaves of these 
pests survive. Take the time now to look over plants carefully and treat any pests accordingly. Even though they may not be visible 
on the leaves, colonies of ants sometimes invade the porous interstices of orchid mix. These cannot be tolerated and could cause 
you a lot of grief if allowed in the greenhouse. Once discovered, the ants must be evicted either by drowning or drenching with an 
insecticide. It is always a good idea to repot such plants in fresh medium as the old mix is likely to be seriously broken down or 
badly acidified by the formic acid released by ant habitation. 
FLOWER POWER  Many hobbyists anticipate the approaching blooming season for many orchids, including cymbidium, phalaenop-
sis and dendrobiums, by fertilizing plants less frequently and with a lower concentration. In particular, the use of high-nitrogen ferti-
lizers this time of year can inhibit blooming by encouraging plants to continue growing foliage. For orchids that you are expecting 
to spike in the autumn, switching to a blossom booster fertilizer now can give plants the extra boost they need to flower extrava-
gantly. 
THE LITTLE DEATH  A few orchids — deciduous dendrobiums, lycastes, many terrestrials (Habenaria, Cynorkis) and some mem-
bers of the Catasetinae — are showing brown-tipped or yellowing leaves now. Do not be alarmed. Usually shortly after the au-
tumn equinox, as day length starts to shorten, many orchids adjust and slough off leaves in preparation for dormancy. Most of 
these are benefiting from the cooler night temperatures after enduring the summer heat and are genetically programmed to shut 
down their metabolisms. Respond by letting these plants dry out and holding back plant fertilizer. Overwatering now can lead to 
rot problems later in the autumn. 
JUST ONE MORE  It is so tempting to load up on new orchids during those ubiquitous autumn sales. I certainly cannot preach to 
anyone about the virtues of restraint when it comes to orchid acquisition, so I hereby release you from any guilt you may be feeling 
about crowding your collection too much this winter. It may be irresponsible of me to tell you this, but we are what we are. I be-
lieve the correct word is “enthusiasts.” So go for it. Order a few new sale plants from orchid nurseries. And have fun. 
        
— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is the past chair of the AOS Conservation Committee. 
He is an AOS accredited judge in the Hawaii Center (email: biophiliak@gmail.com)  
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REGISTRATION REQUIRED: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx  

Cannot make it on the scheduled date or time? No need to worry.  Register anyhow!  

Webinar announcements are posted to Facebook,  

Instagram and in the AOS Corner of your Affiliated Society’s newsletter. 

We digitize the webinars and they are available to view at your leisure.  

GREENHOUSE CHAT Webinars are indexed by topic for future viewing. 

Send your Greenhouse Chat questions and photos to: greenhousechat@aos.org   

The American Orchid Society Webinars 
Webinars are online video presentations. You can register for an upcoming webinar or 

watch the recorded webinars any time. Some webinars require you to be an AOS member. 
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Yet Another Reason to be an AOS Member: OrchidPro ! 

OrchidPro Did you know you that besides reviewing the one hundred most current awards, you can also find additional resources of 

knowledge in OrchidPro.? Enter more ORCHID SPEAK. What does it all mean? Become familiar with award description terms. https://

op.aos.org/docs/Terminology.pdf 

Award descriptions are written to illustrate the awarded flower or plant, to give you a visual identification of overall flower form, color, arrange-
ment, inflorescence, growth habit, and several other factors. To accomplish this the AOS scoresheet criteria guides the judges through the writ-

ten picture.  

What Do You Visualize When You Read the Following? 
DESCRIPTION  One star-shaped flower on one 34.5-cm staked, sequentially blooming inflorescence; flower base color yellow; dorsal sepal 
lanceolate, infused burgundy, striped dark burgundy; lateral sepals subfalcate-lanceolate, infused burgundy, striped dark burgundy, coa-
lesced proximally; petals lanceolate, slightly reflexed, infused burgundy, striped dark burgundy; lip stiffly hinged, double central keel forming 
a trough, infused burgundy, speckled dark burgundy; coalesced apically; column overlaid dark yellow, anther cap orange; substance firm; 
texture crystalline, waxy centrally.  
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Go here to join the AOS: 

https://secure.aos.org/join/new-
membership 


