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CALENDAR OF SPEAKERS/EVENTS FOR                                      
NATURE COAST ORCHID SOCIETY FOR 

BALANCE OF 2019 
· DECEMBER 7TH:  CHRISTMAS PARTY AT BUFFET CITY,  

BROOKSVILLE 

Reminder: Coming to NCOS this month: 

Our HOliday Party! 
It’s that holiday time of year, so come celebrate with all 

of us!!! 

WHERE: Buffet City, on Cortez Blvd. in Brooksville, 

across from Walmart.  

WHEN: Saturday, December 7th, at 12:00 Noon 

Members are asked to bring an unwrapped children’s gift 

for the Toys For Tots drive, and a dozen cookies for our 

cookie exchange. This is a wonderful way to start the Hol-

iday season, so we hope to see everyone. Guests are wel-

comed too.  If you have not signed up, please call Mary 

Lou Mattana at ɪɬɩ-ɭɥɥ-ɰɥɮɮ�or Pat Dupke at ɮɩɮ-ɯɬɭ-ɪɫɯɬ� 

 
 



The Keiki  December, 2019

 Monthly Bulletin of the Nature Coast Orchid Society Page 2 
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WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ ��������������������������������������^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

WĂƐƚ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�������������������������������������������������:Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů� 

ϭƐƚ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�����������������������������������������'ĞĂƌǇ�,ĂƌƌŝƐ 

ϮŶĚ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� �� �������������ĞůĞƐƚĞ�KŐĚĞŶ 

dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ   ������������������������WĂƚ��ĂŝŐ 

�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ������������������������������������������WĂƚ��ƵƉŬĞ� 

�ĚǀŝƐŽƌǇ��ĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ��������������������������������,ĞůĞŶ��ĂƫƐƚƌĂĚĂ 

ZĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ��ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�����������<ĂƌĂ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ�����

 ;ŶŽƚ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶͿ 
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�ƵůůĞƟŶ��;dŚĞ�<ĞŝŬŝͿ������������DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ�ĂŶĚ�:ƵůŝĞ�^ŵŽůŬĂ 

�-ŵĂŝů��Ž-ŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ�������������������������������������������dŝŵ�^ŵŝƚŚ 

,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ����������������������������������������������DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ�DĂƩĂŶĂ�� 

>ŝďƌĂƌŝĂŶ�������������������������������������������������������ĞůĞƐƚĞ�KŐĚĞŶ 

DĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�����ƌůĞŶĞ��ƉƉĞůďĂƵŵ͕��ĂƌŽů�sĂŶĚĞƌ>ĂĂŶ� 

WƵďůŝĐŝƚǇ   ����DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ��DĂƩĂŶĂ 

ZĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚ�dĂďůĞ�����������������������������sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ 

ZĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ZĞŵŝŶĚĞƌƐ�����������������DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ�DĂƩĂŶĂ���� 

^ŚŽǁ�dĂďůĞ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ������������������������������������������DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ��� 

^ƉĞĂŬĞƌ�^ĞŐŵĞŶƚ�tƌŝƚĞƌ����������������������������<ĂƌĂ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ������������������ 

dƌŝƉƐ�����������������   ��������^ŽŶŝĂ�dĞƌƌĞůŽŶŐĞ�� 

tĞďŵĂƐƚĞƌ�������������������������������������������������������������Žď��ĂƐƚ� ������
;tĞďƐŝƚĞ�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�ďǇ�<ĞŶ��ƵŶŶͿ 

 

 

Mary Lou Mattana 

 

            

          

 

 
                                                 
 

 

People that signed up to bring food are: 

 

Looking for           
volunteers to 

bring snacks and 
drinks starting in 

January 
 

Please contact 
MaryLou Mattana to 

sign up 

 

By    Pat Baig  

 

 

Prior balance: $11,203.47  

Total receipts (raffle, etc.) $300.00  

Total disbursements  $170.54  

Balance as of 11/20/2019 $11,332.93  
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WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͛�DĞƐƐĂŐĞ 
'ŽŽĚ�ĚĂǇ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͊ 

DĞƌƌǇ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕�,ĂƉƉǇ�,ĂŶƵŬŬĂŚ͕�,ĂƉƉǇ�,ŽůŝĚĂǇƐ�͊ 

�ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŚĂƐ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŽŶĞ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ͊�dŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�
ũĂŵƉĂĐŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŐƵĞƐƚ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌƐ�ďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ŶĞǁ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ͕�ĨƌĞƐŚ�

ŝĚĞĂƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ŚŽǁ͘��:ƵƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŶƟŽŶ�Ă�ĨĞǁ͕�ǁĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�Žī�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�
ďĂŶŐ͊�tŝƚŚ�EŽƌŵĂŶ�&ĂŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�Ăƚ�KƌĐŚŝĚƐ͘ĐŽŵ�tĞ�ŚĂĚ��ƌĞƚ�hůůƌĞǇ�
ƚĞĂĐŚ�ƵƐ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƚ�ŵŝƐƟŶŐ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŐƌĞĞŶŚŽƵƐĞ͘�tĞ�ŚĂĚ�>ƵŝƐ��Ğů�&ĂǀĞƌŽ�
ĐŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĞ�ƵƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ǁĞ�ĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůŬƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�dĂƌͲ
ǌĂŶĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͘�tĞ�ĚĞĮŶŝƚĞůǇ�ŐŽƚ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ƚĂƐƚĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘ 

�ϮϬϮϬ�ŝƐ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ƐŚĂƉŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌƐ͘�^ƚĂƌƟŶŐ�Žī�ǁŝƚŚ�>ĂƵƌĂ�EĞǁͲ
ƚŽŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ŽƵƌ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ĨŽƌ��K^�ũƵĚŐŝŶŐ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�
ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ƐĂůĞƐ�ŝŶ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͘  

�ŶĚ�ŽĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽƵƌ�ďŝŐ�ƐŚŽǁ�ŝŶ�DĂƌĐŚ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘�/Ĩ�
ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ�Ă�ďŽĂƌĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŶŽǁ͛Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞĂŬ�ƵƉ͘�
zŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ũŽŝŶ�ƵƐ�Ăƚ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĞǆƚ�ďŽĂƌĚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕ �:ĂŶƵͲ
ĂƌǇ�ϭϱ�Ăƚ�ϭ�Ž͛ĐůŽĐŬ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝďƌĂƌǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĞƐƚ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ��ŽƌƚĞǌ��ŽƵůĞǀĂƌĚ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�
ǁŝůů�ŐĞƚ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ƚĂƐƚĞ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ƌƵŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĮŶĚ�ŽƵƚ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚͲ
ĞĚ�ŝŶ�ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ�Ă�ďŽĂƌĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ 

^ĞĞ�ǇŽƵ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝŶĞƐĞ�ďƵīĞƚ�ĂŶĚ��ŽƌƚĞǌ��ŽƵůĞǀĂƌĚ�ŽŶ�
�ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϳ�Ăƚ�ϭϮ�Ž͛ĐůŽĐŬ�ŶŽŽŶ͘��Ğ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ŐŝŌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�DĂƌŝŶĞƐ�dŽǇƐ�ĨŽƌ�
dŽƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ĚŽǌĞŶ�ĐŽŽŬŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŽŬŝĞ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ͘�^ĞĞ�ǇŽƵ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƚǇ͊ 

^ƚĞǀĞ� 

 

Attention, Members! 
Our annual orchid show is coming up in March, and we are in urgent need of several people 
to lead and participate in the Show Committee. The committee is responsible for organizing 
the show, interacting with our vendors, designing and setting up the orchid exhibit, and gen-

erally handling the details of our show. We have plenty of guidance to show you what needs 
to be done, and many hands make light work. This is a very enjoyable and social activity, so 
please consider volunteering. Your society needs you!  Without you there is NO SHOW! 

Please contact Mary Lou Mattana, Steve Mattana or Matt Riesz if you can help. 
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Membership Notes for De-

cember 
                               

From Arlene Appelbaum 
 
Even though we have had 
no formal meetings for 
the past three months 
our membership has con-

tinued to grow. We now have 119 society 
members, nine of which were acquired 
from our auction. 
Congratulations and welcome. 
 
Please note that if you wish a current 
membership list please e mail me at- 
fluffy2cats@gmail,com with your re-
quest. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all and I hope to 
see many of you at our Christmas party 
on Dec.7th. 

0(0%(56� 

$UOHQH� KDV� JUDFLRXVO\� WDNHQ� RYHU�
VHQGLQJ� JHW-ZHOO� FDUGV� DQG� V\PSD�
WK\�FDUGV�WR�PHPEHUV��,I�\RX�NQRZ�
RI�DQ\�PHPEHUV�ZKR�DUH�LOO�RU�JULHY�
LQJ��SOHDVH�VHQG�KHU�DQ�HPDLO� WR� OHW�
KHU�NQRZ�DW���fluffy2cats@gmail.com    

7+$1.�<28� 

 

NCOS ORCHID QUIZ 

Answers on page 11 

____________________________________________ 

 

1. Orchids are found in all continents, 
except 

  A.  Africa  

 B.  Australia 

 C.  Antarctica  

 D.  Asia 

2. Africa is perhaps best known for  

 A.  Slipper orchids 

 B.  Angraecoids 

 C.  Ghost orchid 

 D.  Phaleanopsis 

3. The beautiful ground orchids Disa and 
Satyrium are found in 

 A.  South Africa 

    B.  Canada 

 C.  Europe 

 D.  Italy 

 

Starting in September, 2019, we will no longer 
mail hardcopies of the newsletter. If you do not 

have access to email or the web, you can pick up 
a copy at our monthly meeting (or other event 
such as  auction, picnic, holiday party, etc.) 

 

People Helping People 

In the future the society will provide a box at each 

monthly meeting for us to collect groceries for 

those in need all year round. Please bring food items 

such as canned food, snacks, etc. to the meeting, and 

put them in the box. It will be donated to People 

Helping People from NCOS.  
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AOS Monthly Checklist for  

November and December 

Cattleya 

Growers of just about every level of expertise will 
have begun to notice autumn conditions by now. 
Days are becoming shorter, hence cooler; the sun-
light has less intensity as a result of the sun's lowering 
angle, nights are longer and generally cooler. Plants 
are responding by slowing and ripening their growth 
in preparation for winter. 

The first cultural change noticed should be a reduced 
frequency of watering, as the plants dry out more 
slowly. This is a function of both the reduced day 
length and lower temperatures, as well as the plants' 
slowing growth rate. Reduced water needs signal a 
reduced need for fertilization. Note that the key 
word is reduced, not eliminated. Feed less frequently 
and at lower dosage, but feed. Growths, made during 
summer's heat, and relatively soft and green, will be 
ripening -- hardening -- in preparation for a brief peri-
od of rest (in many cases). 

Many of these ripening growths will have a sheath, 
presaging the coming winter or spring flowering sea-
son. In some cases, these sheaths will have been evi-
dent since as early as July. (Early sheath development 
does not mean early flowering on plants with winter-
spring seasons.) You may notice that some of these 
sheaths are showing signs of yellowing. This is not 
abnormal. Autumn's more pronounced temperature 
fluctuation can lead to water condensation inside the 
sheath, hastening the normal process of senescence, 
so yellowing sheaths can be left on the plant only so 
long before they must be carefully removed to pre-
serve the bud primordia within. Water condensation 
left unchecked can rot the bud primordia. The 
sheaths can be safely removed by slitting open and 
peeling down toward the pseudobulb. 

Cool-Growing Orchids 

One can almost hear a sigh of relief from all of the 
cool-growers, from masdevallias to odontoglossums. 
As day temperatures decline, one can see a noticea-

ble improvement in these plants. Shorter days and 
lower light levels do not seem to bother them. Repot 
before winter arrives. 

Cymbidium 

Finally we begin in earnest the main cymbidium sea-
son. Cymbidium ensifolium can give some early and 
fragrant hybrids, but it is now that the bulk of the 
crop will be flowering. The season lasts for about 
seven months, adding color to any collection. Minia-
ture varieties will peak for the next three to four 
months. There are three important things to do: 
stake inflorescences ramrod straight for best presen-
tation, watch for slugs and snails (especially just after 
a rain), and fertilize with a mild balanced formula reg-
ularly. 

Oncidium crispum Complex 

This is the season for plants in Oncidium section cris-
pum from Brazil to shine. Extremely vigorous hybrids 
come in wide varieties of markings dominated with 
chestnut and brown and butter yellow. Give plants 
high light to produce strong upright inflorescences. 
The pseudobulbs should be plump, so do not let the 
plants dry out while they are in bloom. Later, plants 
will enter a dormant period. 

Paphiopedilum 

The flowering season for the "toads" or "bulldog" 
paphs is just getting underway. These cannot be 
grown everywhere, but where cooler summer nights 
allow their 
growth, there is 
no longer-
lasting or more 
exotic display 
than these. Pa-
phiopedilums 
are, in general, 
not heavy feed-
ers, and it is 
especially im-
portant with 
this type to re-
duce nitrogen 
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levels now for best flowering and spike length. Be 
watchful for water accumulating in the growth around 
the sheath, or for the late-season warm spell, either 
of which can lead to the sheath's rotting. As the 
spikes emerge, do not change the orientation of the 
plant toward the light, as this can lead to a crooked 
or twisted spike. 

While paphiopedilums rarely like to dry out entirely, 
water needs are significantly reduced beginning now. 
Overwatering at this time of year can quickly lead to 
root rot or erwinia problems. Now is the time to 
practice good sanitary practices in your greenhouse 
or growing areas, as pest and disease problems have a 
way of multiplying rapidly in the darker and more 
crowded conditions that generally mark the winter 
growing area. With paphiopedilums, especially, 
"cleanliness is next to godliness" and if the growing 
area is littered with old foliage, weeds and dying flow-

ers, keeping the plants alive and flowering will be next 
to impossible. 

Phalaenopsis 

Shortening days and cooler nights are the signals for 
inflorescence initiation in phalaenopsis. In more 
northern climates, or on the west coast, growers 
have already begun to see the early inflorescences 
that may be ready for Christmas. In the eastern areas, 
nights in the greenhouse will now be in the low to 
mid 60s, depending on the thermostat setting, so the 
first of our phalaenopsis will not begin to bloom until 
Valentine's Day at the earliest. 

A reduction in nitrogen levels will go a long way to 
giving the best possible spiking, as will a boost in po-
tassium and phosphorus. In other words, a "bloom 
booster"-type fertilizer is definitely indicated in the 
next few months. Disease and pest problems are best 
dealt with now, especially as mealybugs hide in the 
bracts and flower buds. Once they have established 
themselves, they are difficult to eradicate, and flower 
damage or crippling results. Potential disease prob-
lems can be dealt with by the application of a copper-

based compound to control/alleviate rot problems 
before they start. There is nothing more frustrating 
than to have shepherded your plants through a grow-
ing season, only to have them decline before your 
eyes. 

 Vandaceous Genera 

Whereas the general decline in temperatures is bene-
ficial to cool-growing orchids, it is not for vandaceous 
plants. The only cold-hardy member is Neofinetia fal-
cata. Orient your plants in such a way as to take ad-
vantage of as much light as possible. This can be a 
problem in northern latitudes. Reduce watering and 
feeding schedules. 
This article was generously provided by the American Or-
chid Society (www.aos.org) 
The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this es-
say . 
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The American Orchid Society Webinars 
Webinars are online video presentations.  You can register for an upcoming webinar                                

or watch the recorded webinars any time.  Some webinars require you to be an AOS member. 

Upcoming Webinars 

Just click on:  http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx                                                                        
and you can watch these videos at your convenience.  

Some webinars are  reserved for AOS members only.  

Orchids Magazine 

Coming in December 2019  

· 1HZ�5HIXJLXP�%RWDQLFXP�- 3KUDJPLSHGLXP�îWDODPDQFDQXP 

· 2UFKLG�*URZLQJ�LQ�D�5HWLUHPHQW�&RPPXQLW\ 

· 2UFKLGV�,OOXVWUDWHG�- /DHOLD 

· 7KH�6WUDQJH�&DVH�RI 3KUDJPLSHGLXP�îWDODPDQFDQXP��DQ�

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6WRU\�RI�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�7D[RQRP\ 

· 3KRWRJUDSK�RI�WKH�:HHN�-�$�6HOHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�%HVW 

· 7KH�&DWDVHWLQDH��3DUW��� &\FQRFKHV�ZDUV]HZLF]LL DQG�LWV�

,QIOXHQFH�LQ�%UHHGLQJ 

· 2UFKLGV�LQ�WKH�*XLOGHG�$JH�1HZ�<RUN 
· 3DVV�RQ�<RXU�/RYH�RI�2UFKLGV�-�$QG�:DWFK�LW�*URZ 

AOS Members: December Webinar 

Tuesday, December 10th, 2019  
8:30 PM—9:30 PM EST 

Jennifer Reinoso will present “Conservation of Sacoila lanceolata in 
Florida, A Tale of Success” 

AOS Members: January Webinar 

 Thursday, January 9th, 2020  
8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT 

Ken Jacobsen takes on a tour of Peru, looking at orchids in situ 
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YOUR ORCHID LIBRARY 

By Celeste Ogden 

 

http://www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/library-

checkout-books.html 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I get a book from the Club’s  Library? 

1. Just Click on: www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/library-alphabetical-list-books.html 

2. Select Books or CD’s you think would be useful and order right on the web page. 

 

Select any number(s) that you would like to spend some time with and then you can sign 

them out at the next Members’ Meeting    Keep them for 1 month and return them at the fol-

lowing meeting and remove your name from the list. 

If you have any questions about our Library Books, my email address is:                          
c1948ogden@gmail.com 

 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 

Growing Orchids #300-016 by: J.N.Rentoul 
 

This book covers Vandas, Dendrobiums and others.  Using the modern propagation methods described in this 
book we can, with care and patience, produce beautiful and rewarding blooms of truly spectacular plants.  There 
are over 200 colored illustrations of orchids as well as many black and white photos, pedigree charts and maps 
included in this book  

Answers to quiz 

1. C  Antarctica 

2. B  Angraecoids 

3.  A  South Africa 


