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Next Meeting: 

 
 
April 4—Please note the change in date and locaƟon from our usual meeƟng Ɵme - Orchid 
Repotting & Mounting Orchid Demos at Crews Lake Park. Please bring a dish to share. If you didn’t sign up 
at the February meeting just email or call Annie Aierstock at (350)270-9191 or aiersja@hotmail.com (please 
note Annie is not a texter). Bring a plant or purchase a plant to repot as members will be able to sell plants at 
this meeting. Come & repot or just watch, learn, visit & eat. The fun starts at 11:00. We’ll be in shelter #3 near 
the bathroom. Members can bring plants to sell. 

President’s Message 

Hi everyone, 
 
Has our weather finally stopped handing us cold spells? I certainly hope so! This is the time of 
year when our plants come out of their slowed growth over the winter and start putting on their 
Spring and Summer growth. It’s a perfect time to re-pot those that need it and perhaps divide 
ones that are overgrown. If you DO divide a plant please consider saving a division for our auc-

tion that’s coming up in August. 
 
Our annual show was a truly beautiful event. Did you come and see it? We had over 50 of our members helping 
out over the course of the weekend, and I want to give a heartfelt THANK YOU to you all. We could not have 
done it without your help, and I hope you all had a lot of fun. Furthermore, I hope everyone had a chance to get 
some special orchids from our fine vendors. I certainly did! We had a couple of members who received their 
first-ever awards from the American Orchid Society. CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Vanda SunCoast Freckles ’Stella My Love’  from Payton Millican received an AM/AOS. 

Paphiopedilum Transvaal ‘Floraskan Slipper’ from Sacha & Wes Fenimore received an HCC/AOS  

Gertie Messenger’s Phalaenopsis Quilt ‘Gertie’s Woven Dream’ was in our art exhibit and received a 
special artistic award: AC/AOS. 

 

I hope you saw these and all the other beautiful orchids and art we displayed. Thanks to everyone who was 
kind enough to share their beautiful plants and art. Detailed lists of all our many winners are later in the news-
letter. 

Speaking of re-potting, our next meeting will be a clinic on how to do it. We’ll have orchid repotting & mount-
ing demonstrations and a pot luck luncheon. This is a “follow along” type of activity and I encourage you to 
bring a plant that you want to re-pot. It’s also a potluck picnic so bring a dish to share. 

Our usual meeting date & location will be different this month. The church is not available due to 
Easter activities.  If you didn’t sign up to bring a dish at the Feb. meeting just email or call Annie Aier-
stock at aiersja@hotmail.com or telephone her at (350)270-9191 (please note Annie is not a texter). 
Our member Sonya Evans from Garden Trails orchid supply will be there with orchid supplies, too. If 
you need anything specific, give her a call at 813-833-9067. 

 

Come & repot or just watch, learn, visit & eat. The fun starts at 11:00.   

We’ll be in shelter #3 near the restrooms. 

Matt 

Meetings are held at: St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, 13485 
Spring Hill Dr, Spring Hill, FL 34609 on the FOURTH Saturday of 
the month, unless otherwise noted. 
12:00PM Meeting starts —11:00am to 12:00pm social hour 
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NCOS speaker schedule 
through December 2026 

Updated as of 4/1/2026 
 
 May 23- Mike Sands will talk about ‘Organic & Inorganic Pest 
& Fungal Control. Mike owns Tangled Roots Nursery. This is a 
topic we’ve all had quesƟons about and Mike will be able to 
give us some guidance. Mike will bring plants for sale. 
 
 June 27- Harry McElroy - ‘Mr. Cymbidium Man’ comes to by 
way of Arkansas & then California. He began growing Cym-
bidiums in California in 1979. When he moved to Jacksonville 
in 1991 with 200 Cymbidiums he set out to prove that Cym-
bidiums can thrive in warm weather. Now he’s up to 4000 
Cymbidiums & will share his secrets with us. Harry will bring 
orchids to sell.   
 
 July 25- Dr. Craig Huegel the USF Botanical Garden Direc-
tor will be talking to us about Florida’s Native Orchids. Dr. 
Craig Hegel has 34 years of experience with native plants, 
education & gardening. He is a Lead Curator for the USF Bo-
tanical Garden. In addition he has an online blog on native 
Florida wildflowers & has published several books. Members 
can bring orchids to sell.  
 
August 22-  Our Annual AucƟon! Orchids of every size, shape 
& color will be on the auction block. This is a great oppor-
tunity to purchase rare & unusual orchids at a discount price. 
The Orchids are available for viewing at 11:00 & the auction 
starts promptly at 12:00. Free admission & parking. This is 
our largest fundraiser for the year & everyone is welcome. 
Not only is this a fun event but you will learn a lot about or-
chids. A list of the orchids available for sale will be on our 
website before the auction. 
September 12– TBD 
October 24– Keith & Dina Emig ‘Winterizing Your Orchids” 
Keith is a very entertaining speaker & this is the perfect time 
to start getting ready for the cold weather ahead before the 
temps drop. He’ll talk to us about which orchids need to be 
kept drier so they’ll bloom in the spring. Which orchids need 
shelter at which temperature & which orchids actually bloom 
better if they get cold. He’ll answer these questions & more 
in this talk. Keith & Dina will be bringing plant to sell to us.  
November 14 - Jim & Melana Davison from Jim-N-I Orchids 
will be talking to us about ‘Growing & Blooming Australian 
Dendrobiums’. This is a beautiful group of Dendrobiums that 
take special growing conditions to bloom. Jim & Melana who 
are members of the Nature Coast Society, will share the se-
crets to the success of this unique group of orchids. Between 
the 2 of them they have over 60 years of growing experience. 
They’re both AOS judges & grow all genera of orchids but 
specialize in Cattleyas, Dendrobiums , Phalenopsis, Bulbs & 
Catasetums. They will be bringing plants to sell. 
 
December 12 - Holiday Dinner 
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      NCOS Show 2026 – Orchid ArƟstry 

Photos: Eileen Muzzey Hector 
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Photo: provided by Carol 

Shearer 
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Pre-Show Activities 

Photos by Nancy Huff 
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Photos: Eileen Muzzey Hector 
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Photos above: Eileen Muzzey Hector                          Photos below: Rachel C Herter   
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Photos: Carolyn Shearer  
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Photos: provided by Carol Shearer 
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Club Elections are right around the corner. All open positions have been filled, except for Secre-
tary. Here is the basic duties description. If you would like to volunteer for this position for the 
coming year, please let Matt know at the next meeting. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Editor submission information: 

Please send all your regular monthly Keiki contributions to: 
deemail@tampabay.rr.com by the end of the month to be included in the next 
month’s Keiki.  All members are welcome to send items to the editor. Send photos 
of your orchids, go ahead, show them off!  Let us know of any shows or events that 
members would be interested in attending.  Tips, hacks, and great ideas on orchid 
growing are always appreciated. 

             
___________________________________________________________________ 

Sunshine Messages 

Know of a NCOS member needing a little sunshine in their life?   
Contact Gertie Messenger at choclabs@att.net. 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

Member Name Tags 
 
If  you would like one of the wonderful name tags available to members, please 
contact Carol at: corvalor21@gmail.com 
 
Cost per name tag is approximately $9.00 per tag. Exact cost to be determined 
when the order is put in. 
 


