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Next Meeting 

June 28-  How to Build a Quality Orchid Collection by Jeff Adkins. Jeff is 
an AOS Judge and third generaƟon orchid grower. He worked with a commercial nurse-
ry in Miami for many years unƟl it closed aŌer hurricane damage. Jeff, who has grown 
orchids for more than 30 years, then moved to Orlando where he opened Adkins Or-
chids. He grows mostly “showy” CaƩleyas, Dendrobiums and Vandas and will be selling 
some of his plants.  

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church in Spring Hill,   

13485 Spring Hill Dr, Spring Hill, FL 34609 

The FOURTH Saturday of the month  

12PM Meeting starts —11am to 12pm social hour 

President’s Message 

Hi everyone, 

Our annual orchid show is in the books. It was a great show this year, with beautiful plants ar-

ranged for their best presentation by our wonderful show workers. Despite the difficulty of 
finding the show due to a late-arriving carnival on the church’s grounds, our vendors did well 

enough and we did manage to make a small profit from the event. More importantly, we award-

ed nearly 80 ribbons to winning plants in their classes, six trophies for very special plants, and six 
AOS awards! I want to congratulate all those winners. You can find a complete list of all the awards later in this 

newsletter. We also got several new members during the show, and we welcome you all into the fold! 

Special congratulations to Susan Kimmel, who got her first two AOS awards, both AM’s; to Bella Roberts for 

her AM/AOS award; and to myself for an AM/AOS and for the Best In Show trophy for an NCOS member. 

A HUGE Thank You to everyone who worked to make this such a fun show! 

The church has recognized that the last-minute carnival had a bad effect on our attendance. They’ve expressed 

their apologies for that and have given us some special consideration for our show next year, which will be 

held on March 20th through 22nd, 2026.  

Our re-potting workshop was also a great success this past weekend. Attendance was great, and we got sever-
al more new members. I think everyone had a good time and learned a lot about how to repot or mount your 

orchids. I hope that all of you now feel more comfortable with repotting your precious babies. It’s not really all 

that hard, and your plants will happily reward you with new growth and more flowers. Yes, it’s true that they 

might not appreciate your efforts and you might lose one now and then. But I believe those are plants are ones 
that would have died anyway, being beyond recovery.  

We’re near the end of the best time for re-potting as we go into June. Your plants will be putting on vigorous 

new growth over the next few months. If you divide a plant when repotting it, the divisions will have time to 

become established by the time our auction rolls around on August 23rd. I hope you’ll consider giving us some of 

those divisions to put into our auction. It’s those special plants that make our auction so special to prospective 
bidders, since many are plants that are hard to find in the trade. 

Best wishes, and hope to see you all at our next meeting on June 28th. 

Matt 
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NCOS speaker schedule 
through December 2025 

Updated as of 6/01/2025 
 
 
 

 
July 26- Jim Roberts is coming to talk to us 
about Encyclias, an easy & fun to grow group of 
orchids. Jim Roberts owns Fl Suncoast Orchids 
located in Myakka City. Jim has been growing & 
breeding orchids for over 30 yrs. He makes learn-
ing about orchids fun so come & learn how to 
grow Encyclias. Jim won a “hybridizer award for 
Encyclias & others in the Cattleya Alliance” from 
the AOS in 2019 so he will know how to teach us 
to be successful growing & flowering 
them.  He will be bring orchids for us to buy.   

 
 
August 23- Our annual orchid auction!  Lots 
more information to come! 
 

 
Sept. 27– Melana and Jim Davidson will teach 
us about growing and blooming Catasetum or-
chids. 
 

 
Oct. 25– Annual picnic at Crews Lake Park.  

 
 
 Nov. 22-Keith Emig of Winter Haven Orchids, 
will talk about Vandaceous Orchids other than 
Vandas. He will teach us about the unusual or-
chids in that genus; Aerides, Angraecoid, 
Neofinetia, Renanthetas & Rhynchostylis. 
He will be bringing orchids to sell.  
 

 
December- Our annual Holiday party.  
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For the Love of Orchids. The beautiful and vibrantly colored display at the Show. Good job to all 
those who helped put the display together! 
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Photos from the Show 
 
APS Judges were Ron McHaƩon, Ken Roberts, Vicky Leighy and student Judge Keith Emig. NCOS members clerks for this 
team were Sue Kimmel and Nancy Huff.  
 
Ron McHaƩon fills many rolls with the AOS. Besides the judging role he accomplished today, he holds the  
monthly AOS Greenhouse Chat livestream which is very informaƟve.   
 
There were 3 or 4 other judging teams.   
 
Photos: Nancy Huff 
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A few of the beautiful blooms. Each one worthy of 

its own award. 
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Onc. Prionochilum displayed by Jim Roberts Florida 
Suncoast Orchids 
Best in the Commercial category 

Taking shots of AOS awarded orchids. They 
will appear in the AOS magazine in 18 
months.  

Some of the vendors at the Show 



The Keiki                                                                                                                                                                             June 2025 

 Monthly Bulletin of the Nature Coast Orchid Society Page 14 

  
 
 

Matt with “Best Orchid in Show” by a NCOS member  

MaƩ with an AOS Award of Merit— Pda. Naoki’s Sunrise 
 
Best Oncidium Alliance   Onc. Sphacetante exhibited by Herb and Deb May 
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Sunday’s winner in a green shirt is Richard Bover  

(top leŌ) 

 

Saturday’s winner Len Beyer (boƩom leŌ) 

 

This little girl was so excited to receive our coloring/

sticker book (below). 

Saturday and Sunday Special Raffle Winners  
Photos provided by Maurita Riesz 
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Vanda                    Vanda—note the 
Spanish moss draped around the roots to help retain 
moisture. 

May Show Table—photos by Bryon Provencher 

Max. tenuifolia  ’Yamada’                        Vandachostylis Lilac Blossom                          Pcv. Key Lime Stars 

    Rhyncolaelia digbyana                                          Vanda 
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Encyclia tampensis            Rlc. David Matsuura 'Paradise'                                Rlc. Krull's Carolina Passion 

  Vanda     Ascda. Kulwadee                                                                                          Bulb. Bicolor 

                                                     Phal. Hybrids                                                              Dendrobium 

May Show Table—photos by Bryon Provencher 
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                  Onc. sphacelatum  

                        Max. tenuifolia                                                                                                       

 

 

 

  (left)   Den. parishii var. petaloid 

  

 

May Show Table—photos by Bryon Provencher 
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Picture Raffle Information 

 

Each month there will be a contest to get a free orchid at each meeting.  

Here’s how it works: 

1. Take a picture of yourself holding one of your orchids. YOU must be in the picture with the orchid. 

2. Send the picture to Barbara Brown at ranbar03@verizon.net , including your name & the name of 
the orchid. 

3. Barbara will make a raffle ticket for your entry, and also put your picture on our Facebook group 
page. 

4. We will draw from the raffle tickets at the next meeting to see who wins the raffle orchid. 

  

That’s it! There is no limit to the number of pictures of you with an orchid. Each one will entitle you 
to another raffle ticket. Watch our Facebook page for the posts, and feel free to put up your own posts 
of orchid pictures (we all love to see them!!) 

  

Best wishes for happy orchids! 

  

Matt Riesz 

 

Picture Raffle Winner 

The winner of  the May Picture Raffle is Nancy Huff, holding the beautiful  C. tri-
anae ‘Mariposa’ X C. trianae ‘Binot’ that was this month’s raffle prize. 
See information below to enter into the raffle, and have a chance to win! 
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 . 

Repoƫng and MounƟng Workshop at our May meeƟng 

                                                                   Above— Amazing raffle table 

 

MaƩ working an orchid for repoƫng                                      Work table and tools 
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Every supply you could imagine was available thanks to Garden Trails.                Another work table. 

A full room watching and learning. 
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 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plans for a member’s garden tour 
 
 Exciting news for members!!!  A tour of some of our member gardens is being planned. 
The tour will take place in the fall, so watch the Keiki for more information. This event is a 
membership benefit, and wonderful opportunity for members to speak with, and learn from, 
other orchid growers in our Club. 

 

 We are looking for members who would like to open their garden, greenhouse, orchid 
room, or where ever you grow your orchids—to other members who are interested in visiting 
these gardens.  It doesn’t have to be peak bloom time, perhaps you have other interesting in-
formation to share as well. This might include how you protect your orchids in the winter, 
your thoughts on pest control, and tips and tricks to share with others.  

 If you prefer to have a write-up in the Keiki only, that’s fine too. This is an option to 
share your orchid garden and knowledge as well. 

 

 If you would like to open your garden for members to view or read about in the Keiki, 
or have any questions, please let me know by emailing me at deemail@tampabay.rr.com.  
Dee Provencher 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Assistant Treasurer needed for the Club: If you have 
basic accounting skills and would like to help the Club, we 
need you! Our current Treasurer would like to retire from 
the position of Treasurer in 2026, and would like to train 
someone to take over the position. If this sounds interest-
ing to you, please see Herb or Matt at the next meeting 
and get more specific information. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Editor submission information: 

Please send all your regular monthly Keiki contributions to: 
deemail@tampabay.rr.com by the end of the month to be included in the next 
month’s Keiki.  All members are welcome to send items to the editor. Send photos 
of your orchids, go ahead, show them off!  Let us know of any shows or events that 
members would be interested in attending.  Tips, hacks, and great ideas on orchid 
growing are always appreciated. 

             _____________________________________________________ 

                                                 Sunshine Messages 

Know of a NCOS member needing a little sunshine in their life?   
Contact Gertie Messenger at choclabs@att.net. 

____________________________________________________ 
 

Member Name Tags 
 

If  you would like one of the wonderful name tags available to members, please 
contact Carol at: carolbohning@yahoo.com 
 
Cost per name tag is approximately $9.00 per tag. Exact cost to be determined 
when the order is put in. 
 

 

Membership Notes  

by Carol Siegley  

    Current Membership is 110. 


