The Keiki

September, 2019

THE KEIKI
Volume 27
Issue 9
September 2019
CONTENTS
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SEPTEMBER 22ND: PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE & TIME!!!
·

SPECIAL MEETING ON SUNDAY 9/22 AT 12PM
BY THE TARZANE GROUP: "GIANT WORLD OF MINIATURE
ORCHIDS & GROWING IN SIMPLE SETUPS"

·

OCTOBER 19TH: PLANT AUCTION AT VFW HALL

·

NOVEMBER 2ND: PICNIC AT CREWS LAKE WILDERNESS PARK
(PASCO COUNTY), PAVILION #1

·

DECEMBER 7TH: CHRISTMAS PARTY AT BUFFET CITY,
BROOKSVILLE
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Mary Lou Mattana

People that signed up to bring food are:

-

-

By

Pat Baig

Prior balance:
Total receipts (raffle, etc.)
Total disbursements
Balance as of 8/30/2019
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$9808.10
$0.00
$457.60
$9350.50
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From the Desk of
Steve Mattana
Good day everyone
Our month’s break is soon to be over. Hopefully everybody got their
kids off to school and got their last week of vacation in before we start up again with a
brand-new season of Orchid programs. Celeste Ogden our second VP. Has put together a
nice lineup to get our new season underway starting in January. No spoilers on that just
yet! But be ready, we have a nice interesting exciting set of programs coming up. Well,
hopefully we are done with the rains for a while. What a soaker August has been. How
quickly summer is now slipping into fall. No pun intended!
Our September 22 meeting will begin at noon so try to be there by 11:30AM to buy plants.
The presentation will start promptly at 12:30 so that we have enough time for Tomas and
Yair to answer questions. I am looking forward to hearing his presentation. The live sphagnum moss has interest for me. I have one of my Phals growing in live sphagnum and it is
doing incredibly well. I plan on cultivating this and moving towards moss for my Phals.
Along with the moss, the variety of plants that I’ve seen on the website look extremely interesting. I’m sure you’re going to find one that you enjoy yourselves.
It’s time for the auction! Hopefully everyone has at least one plant to donate to the auction. If you have one or more plants, we are more than happy to accept them. The sales
as you know from the auction, go to bringing in speakers for our meetings, our picnics,
and our Christmas party, as well as the goodies that we have at every meeting and a host
of other things... Speaking of the auction, picnic and Christmas party there will be sign-up
sheets going around for the needed volunteers. I am kindly asking for everyone to donate
to the auction and of course volunteer to help us out. Those of you have been to the auctions before, helping out is greatly appreciated, and it’s not a strenuous position.
In closing, looking forward to seeing everybody at 11:30 AM Sunday the 22nd, again the
meeting will start at noon. And the program to follow shortly thereafter.
Happy growing, see you soon!
Steve
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NCOS ORCHID QUIZ
Answers on page 10

—

____________________________________________
___

Brassavola Little Stars 'Henbest's Passion' CCM/AOS

1. Maxillaria tenuifolia is commonly
known as:
A. Pineapple orchid
B. Coconut orchid
C. Snowy orchid

- -

-

D. Jewel orchid
2. Onc. Sharry Baby has what type of
scent?

A. Rootbeer
B. Spice
C. Unscented

—

D. Chocolate
3. The Paphiopedilum is commonly
known as:

-

A. Lady’s Slipper
B. Coconut Orchid

fluffy2cats@gmail.com

C. Jewel Orchid
Starting in September, we will no longer mail
hardcopies of the newsletter. If you do not

D. Moth Orchid

have access to email or the web, you can pick
up a copy at our monthly meeting (or other
event such as auction, picnic, holiday party,
etc.)
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Temperature Ranges
Unlike most of our familiar houseplants, orchids
are adapted to conditions that experience not only
seasonal variation in temperatures but also significant day/night variations as well. These seasonal
and diurnal variations are often critical to proper
growth and flowering and, when not provided, may
weaken the plant and allow the development of
temperature-stress related dis-orders.

Orchids are usually
classified as either cool-, intermediate-or warmgrowing depending on their tempera-ture needs
and the usual definitions of these ranges are:
Warm 80-90F days and 65-70F nights, Intermediate 70-80F days and 55-65F nights and Cool 60-70F
days and 50-55F nights.
First, these temperature ranges are for winter conditions. Obviously, cattleyas and many oncidiums
tolerate summer days into the 90s or no one in
three-quarters of the country would be able to grow
them. However, temperatures above the low 90's do
cause physiological stress on the plants and their
ability to tolerate it is tied to a significant drop in
night temperature as well as the typically short duration of summer heat. The same plants constantly
exposed to high day temperature with little diurnal
variation rapidly develop symptoms of heat stress
such as black rot and calcium-deficiency induced
leaf-tip dieback.

A min-max thermometer will show you the temperature range
over a given period of time.

Second, these ranges are SAFE estimates. We all
know individuals who routinely expose their plants
to temperatures above and, more importantly below, these ranges without apparent damage but the
ability to survive temperature extremes is closely
tied to many other environmental and cultural
practices as well as the duration. A few hours of
temperatures in the 40's will have a remarkably
different effect on phalaenopsis than a whole growing season of too-cool conditions. Think of these

ranges like traffic hazard warning signs. Does a
sign for a curve ahead at 35mph mean you can't
take it at 50mph? Of course not, you might be able
to but it helps if you are an experienced driver. The
same is true of plants. If your plants have been
more stressed by sudden cold snaps than they
would be if they were allowed to gradually become
acclimated to lower temperatures and wet plants
can be more easily damaged by cold than dry
plants. Some clones are much more tolerant of ex-
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treme conditions than others. That fact is the basis less of the day/night fluctuation. For example,

of the development of warmth tolerant or especially phalaenopsis grown under 90F/80F (day/night)
cold tolerant landscaping plants.
temperatures will not flower even though there is a
10F differential. This is because day temperatures
These temperature ranges overlap somewhat and
above 85F and night temperatures above about 75F
many genera are either adaptable to a wide range
of conditions or have species with different cultural inhibit flowering independently of each other. Conrequires such that, with careful selection of micro- versely, if your plants are not producing vigorous
growth, try raising or lowering your night temperaclimates in your growing area, it's possible to sucture a few degrees.
cessfully grow a wide range of plants. For those
that want nights a bit cooler, moving them closer to

Know thy orchids. Many orchids,

the windows will help while those that want to be a especially species, are adapted to significant seabit warmer can be staged further away provided
sonal variations and without them will either not
adequate light can be provided.
flower or may not grow at all. This is especially
true of plants from higher elevations or more norMost of the
therly climates. While Dendrobium lindleyi
orchids we grow do best under intermediate temperature conditions. Given adequate humidity and (aggregatum) grows perfectly well during the summer months with temperatures in the 90's during
air movement, many will tolerate higher daytime
the day and 70's at night, it will not flower without
temperatures than the ranges would indicate as
long as they cool off at night. Night temperatures
that are too warm or too cold are more often than
not, much more damaging to plants than day temperatures.
Appropriate night temperatures are critical to good
growth and flowering. Most orchids do best with a
10-15F fluctuation between day and night temperatures with those from lower elevations and more
tropical climates needing somewhat less but without this day/night temperature differential the
plant's respiration and metabolism are impacted.
Cool nighttime temperatures allow orchids to store
rather than expend the carbohydrates they manufacture during the day. Night temperatures that
are too high or day/night fluctuations that are insufficient are perhaps the second leading cause of
failure to bloom. If your plants are growing well,
with strong vigorous growth but fail to flower and
you are sure that your light is adequate, try dropping your night temperatures by a few degrees. You
may be surprised by the results. In some cases,
plants will not flower unless both the day and night

a sharply colder (and virtually dry) winter season.
The same sort of seasonal variation is at play in the
flowering of nobile dendrobiums and plants like
Dendrobium kingianum. In their native habitat,
summers can be very hot with temperatures even
exceeding 100F but winters are cool and dry. Without this cool winter, flowering is inhibited and the
plants produce numerous keikis where there should
have been inflorescences.
For every orchid that needs a wide seasonal variation there's an orchid adapted to consistently warm
or cool conditions. In some cases these species occupy localized habitats that do not experience signifi-

cant seasonal variations because of altitude or
equatorial location or they may come from high or
low altitudes. This is where a little research into
the native habitat of your plants will go a long way
to successful culture
Reprinted with permission from the American Orchid So-ciety at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
| 10901 Old Cutler Road | Coral Gables, FL 33156

temperatures are below a certain threshold regard-
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NCOS Members:
The Tarzane Group has kindly offered us a discount on orders of

orchid plants!
EXCLUSIVE COUPON CODE FOR YOUR SOCIETY. GOOD FOR 2 MONTHS

Coupon code will be active from August 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019

-
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The American Orchid Society Webinars
Webinars are online video presentations. You can register for an upcoming webinar
or watch the recorded webinars any time. Some webinars require you to be an AOS member.

Upcoming Webinars

Greenhouse Chat for September

AOS Members: September Webinar

Thursday, September 5th, 2019
8:30 PM—9:30 PM EDT

Wednesday, September 18th, 2019
8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT

Join Dr. Ron McHatton as he answers your questions about all things Tom Mirenda takes us on a tour of Latin America's fabulous orchid
orchids. Please send your questions with photos to Sandra Svoboda gardens.
at greenhousechat@aos.org by September 3

Just click on: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
and you can watch these videos at your convenience.
Some webinars are reserved for AOS members only.

AOS Orchids Magazine
September is the month for terrestrial orchids. This month Spiro Kasomenakis
takes us on a superbly illustrated armchair adventure to Crete and Attica to
experience its terrestrial orchids and Sergey and Elena Skoropad take us to Iceland
and one of its endemic native - Dactylorhiza maculatasubsp. islandica. Stig Dalström
rounds out the terrestrials taking us to the mountain Kingdom of Bhutan to
discover the genus Diplomeris. Rounding out this month's features, David Rosenfeld
fills us in on the life and times of Charles Darwin. At a minimum don't miss the
fabulous picture of Angraecum sesquipedale and its pollinating moth!
Rounding out the September issue
·
·
·
·
·

-
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YOUR ORCHID LIBRARY
By Celeste Ogden

http://www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/librarycheckout-books.html

How do I get a book from the Club’s Library?
1. Just Click on: www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/library-alphabetical-list-books.html
2. Select Books or CD’s you think would be useful and order right on the web page.

BOOK OF THE MONTH

Botanica’s Orchids with over 1,200 species listed alphabetically. #200-029
For many people the word “orchid” conjures up images of exotic, expensive, delicate, and rare flowers, but the
truth is far from this romantic image. Orchids are among the most adaptable plants. They are not restricted to
tropical jungles, as the uninitiated sometimes imagine. Orchids can be found growing naturally on every continent, except Antarctica.
Many, many beautiful photos of orchids

Select any number(s) that you would like to spend some time with and then you can sign
them out at the next Members’ Meeting Keep them for 1 month and return them at the following meeting and remove your name from the list.
If you have any questions about our Library Books, my email address is:
c1948ogden@gmail.com

Answers to quiz
!.

B. Coconut Orchid

2.

D. Chocolate

3.

A. Lady’s Slipper
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