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2FWREHU�0HHWLQJ� 
:H�ZLOO� EH�KDYLQJ�DQRWKHU�PHHWLQJ� WKLV�PRQWK��RQ�
2FWREHU� ��WK�� 2XU� VSHDNHU� ZLOO� EH� %UHW� 8OOHU\�� RI�
$FFHQW� 2UFKLGV�� %UHW� ZLOO� EH� EULQJLQJ� RUFKLGV� IRU�
VDOH�� VR�1&26�PHPEHUV�ZLOO� 127�EH� DEOH� WR� VHOO�
RUFKLGV�DW� WKLV�PHHWLQJ��&29,'� UHVWULFWLRQV� VWLOO� GR�
QRW�SHUPLW�XV� WR�RIIHU� UHIUHVKPHQWV��VR� LI�\RX�ZDQW�
WKHP� SOHDVH� EULQJ� \RXU� RZQ�� $V� LQ� 6HSWHPEHU��
PDVNV� ZLOO� EH� PDQGDWRU\� DQG� ZH� ZLOO� FKHFN� \RXU�
WHPSHUDWXUH�DV�\RX�HQWHU� 

 

7KH�2FWREHU�PHHWLQJ�ZLOO�EH�RXU�ODVW�RI�������DV�ZH�
ZLOO�EH�XQDEOH�WR�KROG�RXU�SLFQLF�RU�&KULVWPDV�SDUW\�
WKLV�\HDU� 

CALENDAR OF SPEAKERS/EVENTS FOR                                      
NATURE COAST ORCHID SOCIETY FOR BALANCE OF 2020 

 

· October 17th :  Accent Orchids 
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K&&/��Z^ 
 

WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ ��������������������������������������^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

WĂƐƚ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�������������������������������������������������:Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů� 

ϭƐƚ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�����������������������������������������'ĞĂƌǇ�,ĂƌƌŝƐ 

ϮŶĚ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� �� �����������^ŚĂƌŽŶ�tĂŐŶĞƌ� 

dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ   ������������������������WĂƚ��ĂŝŐ 

�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ������������������������������������������WĂƚ��ƵƉŬĞ� 

�ĚǀŝƐŽƌǇ��ĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ��������������������������������,ĞůĞŶ��ĂƫƐƚƌĂĚĂ 

ZĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ��ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�����������<ĂƌĂ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ�����

 ;ŶŽƚ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶͿ 

 

 

 

��K�D�D�/�d�d�����^ 

�ƵůůĞƟŶ��;dŚĞ�<ĞŝŬŝͿ������������DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ�ĂŶĚ�:ƵůŝĞ�^ŵŽůŬĂ 

�-ŵĂŝů��Ž-ŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ�������������������������������������������dŝŵ�^ŵŝƚŚ 

,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ����������������������������������������������DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ�DĂƩĂŶĂ�� 

>ŝďƌĂƌŝĂŶ�������������������������������������������������������ĞůĞƐƚĞ�KŐĚĞŶ 

DĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�����ƌůĞŶĞ��ƉƉĞůďĂƵŵ͕��ĂƌŽů�sĂŶĚĞƌ>ĂĂŶ� 

WƵďůŝĐŝƚǇ   ����DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ��DĂƩĂŶĂ 

ZĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚ�dĂďůĞ�����������������������������sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ 

ZĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ZĞŵŝŶĚĞƌƐ�����������������DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ�DĂƩĂŶĂ���� 

^ŚŽǁ�dĂďůĞ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ������������������������������������������DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ��� 

^ƉĞĂŬĞƌ�^ĞŐŵĞŶƚ�tƌŝƚĞƌ����������������������������<ĂƌĂ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ������������������ 

dƌŝƉƐ�����������������   ��������^ŽŶŝĂ�dĞƌƌĞůŽŶŐĞ�� 

tĞďŵĂƐƚĞƌ�������������������������������������������������������������Žď��ĂƐƚ� ������
;tĞďƐŝƚĞ�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�ďǇ�<ĞŶ��ƵŶŶͿ 

�K^�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ��������������������������DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

 

Mary Lou Mattana 

 

            

          

 

 
                                                 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

'ULQNV�:DWHU 

&HOHVWH�2JGHQ 

-DYRQ�3DUNHU 

-XOLH�6PROND 

0DULH�7DQDND 

 

By    Pat Baig  

 

 

Prior balance: $10239.08 

Total receipts (raffle, etc.)            $0.00 

Total disbursements  $40.00 

Balance as of 8/30/2019 $10199.08 
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WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�DĞƐƐĂŐĞ 
&ƌŽŵ�^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

 

'ŽŽĚ�ĚĂǇ͕ �ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͊ 

tĞůů�ǁĞ�ŚĂĚ�ŽƵƌ�ĮƌƐƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��Ks/�-ϭϵ�ďƌĞĂŬ͘�&Žƌ�Ă�
ůĂƐƚ-ŵŝŶƵƚĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǀĞƌǇͲ
ŽŶĞ�ĞŶũŽǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ͘�/ƚ�ĚŝĚ�ƚƵƌŶ�ŽƵƚ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�ǁĞůů͘�tĞ�ŚĂĚ�ĂŶ�ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�
ŽĨ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƐĂůĞ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�:ŽǇĐĞ�&ŽǁůĞƌ�ĚŝĚ�ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ�ũŽď�ǁŝƚŚ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�
ŚĞƌ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ͘��ǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇ�ƐŽůĚ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇ�ďŽƵŐŚƚ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇ�ǁĂƐ�
ŚĂƉƉǇ͕ �ǁŚĂƚ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĚĂǇ͘ �dŚĞŶ�ǁĞ�ŚĂĚ�ŽƵƌ�ƐŚŽǁ�ƚĂďůĞ͕�ǁŽǁ͊�tĞ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�
ŵŝǆ�ŽĨ�ŇŽǁĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďůŽŽŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐĞŶƚƐ͘�^ĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ĂůďƵŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͛�
ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŶĞǁƐůĞƩĞƌ͘ ��KƵƌ�ƌĂŋĞ�ƚĂďůĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ�ĨƵůů�ŽĨ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�
ŚĂĚ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�ĨĞǁ�ǁŝŶŶĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐ͘��ŽŶŐƌĂƚƐ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ǁŚŽ�ǁŽŶ͘� 

tĞ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ǀŝĐĞ�ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�^ŚĂƌŽŶ�tĂŐŶĞƌ͕ �ŶĞǁ�ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ͘ ��ŶĚ�
Ă�ŶĞǁ�ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�ďŽĂƌĚ�ƐĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ�>ŝŶĚĂ�DŽŽƌĞ͘�zǀĞƩĞ�>ĞǁŝƐ�ŚĂƐ�ƐƚĞƉƉĞĚ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�
ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ͘ ��dǁŽ�ƚƌƵƐƚĞĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂĚĚĞĚ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ��ĞďŽƌĂŚ�^ŵŝƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�
DĂƌǇ�&ĂĚŽƵů͘ 

�ĂǀĞ�&ŽǁůĞƌ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽǁ�ďĞ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ĂĚǀĞƌƟƐŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ŽƵƌ�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘ 

tĞ�ǁŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ŽŶ�^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ �KĐƚ�ϭϳƚŚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�s&t͘��ŽŽƌƐ�ǁŝůů�ŽƉĞŶ�Ăƚ�
ŶŽŽŶ͘�dŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁŝůů�ƐƚĂƌƚ�Ăƚ�ϭ�WD͘�KƵƌ�ŐƵĞƐƚ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ��ƌĞƚ�hůůĞƌǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�
�ĐĐĞŶƚ�KƌĐŚŝĚƐ͘���ƌĞƩ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ��ĞŶĚƌŽďŝƵŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�
ǇŽƵƌ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŝŶƚĞƌ͘ �/ƚ͛Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͘ 

/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁĂŶƚ�ĨŽŽĚ�Žƌ�ĚƌŝŶŬƐ��ƌŝŶŐ�zŽƵƌ�KǁŶ͘� 

tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌ͕ �DĞŐĂ�dŚƌŝǀĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�WŚǇƐĂŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�EŽƌŵĂŶ͛Ɛ�
KƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ ��Ğ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŽƵĐŚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵĞ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ�ƐŽ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ŬŶŽǁ�ŚŽǁ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƚŽ�ŽƌĚĞƌ͘ �KŶĐĞ�ǁĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ǁĞ͛ůů�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ďĞƩĞƌ�
ŝĚĞĂ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƉƌŝĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŝƚĞŵƐ͘�tĞ�ŵĂǇ�ƌƵŶ�ŽƵƚ͊͊��^Ž͕�ŐŝǀĞ�ŵĞ�ĂŶ�
ĞŵĂŝů�Žƌ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ĐĂůů�ƚŽ�ƐĞƚ�ĂƐŝĚĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌĚĞƌ͘  

hŶƟů�ŽƵƌ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕�ďĞ�ƐĂĨĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞůů͘ 

^ 
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Membership Notes  

for July 
                               

          By Arlene Appelbaum 
 
For a complete membership 
list send a message to               
 

ncos2gether@gmail.com.   
 

 

 

 

No membership report this month. We did get sev-
eral new members at our September meeting Wel-
come, all! 

0(0%(56� 

$UOHQH� KDV� JUDFLRXVO\� WDNHQ� RYHU�
VHQGLQJ�JHW-ZHOO�FDUGV�DQG�V\PSD�
WK\�FDUGV�WR�PHPEHUV��,I�\RX�NQRZ�
RI� DQ\� PHPEHUV� ZKR� DUH� LOO� RU�
JULHYLQJ�� SOHDVH� VHQG� KHU� DQ� HPDLO�
WR�OHW�KHU�NQRZ�DW���fluffy2cats@gmail.com    

7+$1.�<28� 

 

NCOS ORCHID QUIZ 

Answers on page 16 

____________________________________________ 

1. What orchid produced both male and female 
flowers, sometimes on the same plant?        

     A.  Phalaenopsis 

     B.  Catasetum 

     C.  Cattleya 

     D.  Vanda 

2. The majority of Catasetum orchids are native 
to  

     A.  New Mexico 

     B.  Chile 

     C.  Brazil 

     D.  Argentina 

3. Notable care requirement of catasetum 

     A.  Frequent watering during growth period 

     B.  Ample fertilizer during growth period 

     C.  Period of no water 

     D.  All of the above 

4. Repot Catasetum orchids 

     A.  Any time 

     B.  When in bloom 

     C.  Early spring when growth begins 

     D.  When growth reaches 4” & plenty of roots 

5.  True or False:  The male flowers are famous 
for their habit of forcefully ejecting pollinia 
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����������E�K^�^ŚŽǁ�dĂďůĞ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ͕ �ϮϬϮϬ  

WůĂŶƚ�EĂŵĞ 'ƌŽǁĞƌ 

WŚĂů͘�zĞůůŽǁ��ĞĂƵƚǇ �ĂǀŝĚ�Θ�:ŽǇĐĞ�&ŽǁůĞƌ 

KĚƚŶĂ�WĂĐŝĮĐ�WĂƌĂŶŽŝĂ�ΖKƚŚĞƌ�^ŝĚĞ�ŽĨ��ŽŽůΖ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

,ĂďĞŶĂƌŝĂ�ĚĞŶƚĂƚĂ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

�ƚƐŵ͘�^ŚĞƌƌŝī�&ƌĂŶŬ��ƌĞǁ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

>Đ͘�dƌŝĐŬ�ŽĨ�dƌĞĂƚ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 

>Đ͘��ŝŶĂƌĚ�Ζ�ůƵĞ�,ĞĂǀĞŶΖ :ƵůŝĞ�^ŵŽůŬĂ 

>Đ͘��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�^ƚĂƌƌ�ΖdƌŝďƵƚĞΖ :ƵůŝĞ�^ŵŽůŬĂ 

WŚĂů͘�ďĞůůŝŶĂ�ΖDŝĐŚĂĞůΖƐ�&ϰΖ�ǆ�WŚĂů͘�ďĞůůŝŶĂ�ΖDŽŶƚĐůĂŝƌΖ ^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

WŚĂů͘�ďĞůůŝŶĂ�ǀĂƌ͘�ŵƵƌƚŽŶŝĂŶĂ�;Ζ:ƵŶŐůĞΖ�ǆ�ΖtŝůĚ�dŚŝŶŐΖͿ ^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

�͘�DŽƩĞ�^ƉŽƚ�ΖWĂƌĂĚŝƐĞΖ ͍͍ 

WŽƚ͘�,ƐŝŶǇŝŶŐ�WŝŶŬ��Žůů�Ζ,ƐŝŶǇŝŶŐΖ��D-�K^ ͍͍ 

�ƚƐŵ͘��ůĂĐŬ�:ĂĚĞ ͍͍ 

WŚĂůĂĞŶŽƉƐŝƐ�ƉƵůĐŚĞƌƌŝŵĂ�Ś͘ǀ͘�ĐŚĂŵƉŽƌŶĞŶƐŝƐ ͍͍ 
EŽƚĞ͗�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ΗŚ͘ǀ͘Η�ŝŶ�Ă�ŶĂŵĞ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ΗŚŽƌƟĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇΗ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǀĂƌŝͲ
ĞƟĞƐ�ŶĂŵĞĚ�ďǇ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ďƵƚ�ŶŽƚ�ƚĂǆŽŶŽŵŝĐĂůůǇ�ǀĂůŝĚĂƚĞĚ͘�dŚŽƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ǀĂůŝĚĂƚĞĚ�
ĂƌĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌĚ�ΗǀĂƌ͘Η�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂŵĞ  ͘
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Ctsm. Black Jade Ctsm. Sherriff Frank Drew 

Phal. bellina 'Michael's F4'  

x Phal. bellina 'Montclair' 

Phal. bellina var. murtoniana 

('Jungle' x 'Wild Thing') 

Pot. Hsinying Pink Doll 'Hsinying' 

AM/AOS Phal. Yellow Beauty 
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Lc. Dinard ‘Blue Heaven’ 
C. Motte Spot ‘Paradise’ 

Lc. Trick or Treat Lc. Christian Starr 'Tribute' 

Habenaria dentata 

Odtna Pacific Paranoia 'Other 

Side of Cool' 
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Desire and Destruction 

by 

Jeff Rundell 

I have to admit that, on my first visit to Glen Decker's Piping Rock orchid business, I could 
never have imagined a tale would emerge that would rock the orchid world to its foundation. 
Our little orchid club had to travel several hours south to Glen's greenhouses in Galway, NY 
(near Albany). They were as immaculate as any I had ever seen. Compared to Florida, there 

was little evidence that this was even an orchid business, since it was located in a quiet subur-
ban neighborhood without a sign of the tropical features that identify our local growers. He 
was well spoken and clean cut, exactly what you'd expect after seeing his modern setup with 
benches sliding gracefully on rails, computer controls, new to the business then, and not a sin-
gle dead leaf in sight. But what attracted my attention even more, and frankly made my jaw hit 
the floor, were a few rows of seedlings to one side of his potting benches labelled Phrag. Ko-
vachii - $150.00! 

My trip, with other members of our tiny Adirondack Orchid Society, never expected to en-
counter an orchid entrepreneur and one of the most controversial plants on the planet in the 
same place in rural northern New York. I had visited slipper orchid growers before and there 
was no doubt in my mind that they were, shall we say, an unusual subset of orchid growers in 
general. Close to my childhood home in Rochester, NY, I used to visit Bloomfield Orchids run 
by a fellow named Joe Kurisch, who chain smoked while he followed me through his collec-
tions. After I selected a few plants, he insisted we sit down on some lawn chairs and drink a 

few of his favorite beer, Grolsch, in those fancy swing-top stoppered bottles. His knowledge of 
the slipper orchid trade and the characters that populated it convinced me that I would be 
better off starting with something less demanding. But Glen Decker was much more laid back 
and spoke confidently, almost matter-of-fact, about those $150 plants. While he addressed the 
group, I actually wondered if he had surveillance cameras on them or had ever had to deal 
with orchid shoplifting. it was also the first time I was exposed to the advancing frontiers of 
orchid exploration. Phragmipedium kovachii was the newest, most coveted orchid in the 
world then and initially sold for thousands of dollars. 

In order to understand how this orchid tsunami dragged under some of the biggest names 
and institutions, some background is essential. The best source is a book by Craig Pittman, 
who writes for the former St. Pete Times and has authored other books on Florida's natural 
history. I'm sure, when he wrote "Scent of a Scandal: Greed, Betrayal and the World's Most 
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Beautiful Orchid" in 2012, he never thought the cast of characters would number over 40. 
Most of us are familiar with C.I.T.E.S. treaty (Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species) and that member countries must regulate and enforce restrictions on the interna-
tional movement of designated species and that includes most orchid species. In the early hal-
cyon days of orchid collecting, explorers were hailed as heroes for bringing home ship loads of 

plants soon to die in overheated victorian glass houses. Growers had not learned the secrets 
of orchid seed germination and were a century away from mericlone propagation. Many of the 
scientific names we apply to our species honor these intrepid people that are seen today by 
indigenous people in the countries they “visited" more as pirates than patrons. Forgive this di-
gression from the story but I think, as orchid lovers who appreciate the natural world, we all 
need to decide who this "bioprospecting" is most likely to benefit. Cases in point include the 
little Rosy Periwinkle from Madagascar (source of the cancer drug Vincristine), Hoodia, Enola 
bean and Neem tree. All of these were the biologic property of the countries and people they 

are indigenous to, but found their way into commerce with little, if any, benefit to the those 
that originally cultivated them. To take this a step further (and out of the orchid realm) the ef-
fect that the explosion of wealth in China has had on many species has been devastating. Ele-
phants slaughtered by the thousands for the carved ivory trade; tigers and rhino horns ground 
up as phony medicine; and Rosewood trees almost eliminated for game tables. There is a good 
chance your grandchildren will never see any of them except on film or in a zoo. 

Orchids are a $40 billion dollars business world wide and, believe it or not, $20 billion of it 
finds a home in Florida. 

Long ago I recall visiting a place south of Miami called Redland Spice park. It was filled with all 
sorts of exotic trees, herbs and spices that would grow nowhere else in the country. Then 

along came hurricane Andrew in '92 to wipe the slate clean. It now is the home of the largest 
orchid show on earth with such a powerful attraction that it has even drawn some of our 
members out of their beds and onto a bus at hours favored only by my backyard armadillos. 
But back in May 1992 the word spread around the show, that a new and spectacular plant 
from Peru had secretly surfaced. The "word" continued that the new plant would even out-
shine that beautiful red Phrag. besseae that originally sold for over S1,000. Remember that the 
plant named for Libby Besse was immediately, and almost completely, stripped from its home 
in Peru. Among the people most anxious to see the new star were those from the most ven-
erable orchid institution in the USA - Selby Gardens in Sarasota. Big discoveries can bring in 

big contributions to research centers like Selby. It just happened that a couple of Selby people 
were at that show and got wind of the new discovery hiding under a table amongst the hun-



The Keiki Orchid Article October, 2020 

 Monthly Bulletin of the Nature Coast Orchid Society Page 10 

 dreds of booths. One was John Beckner, who never located the table, but the other was Bob 
Scully. Some of you may recall he was a major grower in Miami until Andrew came along. He 
moved to Sarasota to become Selby’s Chairman and infused his demanding nature on all he 
met. 

If you have never been to Selby you are missing something special. I wish I could go once a 
month, every month, because their display is always changing. Some things you will see no-
where else, like a giant strap leafed pleurothallid that looks like an elephant tongue hanging 
down with a bouquet of flowers in its mouth. I have written to Selby before with questions 
about orchid genetics, but never have received anything more than a polite: “Our research sci-
entists are too busy to answer public questions". Well, okay, but as we'll see, there is no one 

beyond the long green thumbs of the law. 

Mr_ Kovach, for whom the orchid is named, is not at 
all like the intrepid explorers of the past. He is the 
sort of person I would have liked to have met, provid-
ing my hand was firmly grasping my wallet. He seems 

to be a God-fearing ex-hippie with a penchant for 
taking a gamble and a belief that he was ordained to 
discover something marvelous. After all, he lived in 
Goldvein Virginia, the former center of a long played 
out gold mining industry. It's not completely clear to 

me how he met Manuel Arias and wandered into Peru. But it is clear that the sometime im-
porter eventually turned into a fugitive smuggler. It was he that introduced Kovach to a farmer 
named Faustino Bautista with ten hungry kids, who knew the location of an orchid that Ko-

vach would see twice. The first time, the plant looked ordinary but the second time, it was 
blooming and sent shivers up and down their backs, not just from the deep rich color, but also 
the fact that, as each day passed, the bloom got bigger and bigger - sometimes over 8 inches 
across. 

Of course, the plot thickens from there, and frankly, I have trouble keeping all the players 
straight, but that's a story for the next Keiki. 
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1&26�0HHWLQJ�0LQXWHV� 

6DWXUGD\��6HSWHPEHU���WK������� 
:H�KDG�D�IHZ�PHPEHUV�WKDW�EURXJKW�VRPH�SODQWV�LQ�WR�VHOO��ZKLFK�WKH\�GLG���:H�KDG�D�
YHU\�QLFH�WXUQ�RXW�RI�KXQJU\�RUFKLGLVWV��WKDW�DGGHG�WR�WKHLU�FROOHFWLRQV��7KH�PHHWLQJ�EH�
JDQ�SURPSWO\�DW���30��6WHYH�ZHQW�RYHU�WKH�WUHDVXUHU¶V�UHSRUW�DQG�VRPH�RWKHU�EXVL�
QHVV���$�GDWH�KDV�EHHQ�GHFLGHG�RQ�IRU�RXU�RUFKLG�VKRZ�QH[W�\HDU��LW�ZLOO�EH�WKH�ODVW�
ZHHNHQG�LQ�0DUFK����WK�	���WK���ZLWK�VHWXS�RQ�WKH���WK���:H�KDG�D�IHZ�VSHDNHUV�IRU�
RXU�ILUVW�PHHWLQJ�VLQFH�)HEUXDU\�DQG�WKH�&29,'-���RXWEUHDN��,W�ZDV�JRRG�WR�VHH�HYH�
U\RQH�DQG�WR�VHH�EUDQG�QHZ�PHPEHUV��$ORQJ�ZLWK�IRXU�QHZ�PHPEHUV��ZH�LQWURGXFHG�D�
QHZ�VHFRQG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�WR�RXU�VRFLHW\��+HU�QDPH�LV�6KDURQ�:DJQHU��:H¶UH�YHU\�
H[FLWHG�DERXW�KHU�EHLQJ�RQ�RXU�ERDUG��6KH�DOUHDG\�KDV�VRPH�LQFUHGLEOH�VXUSULVHV�OLQHG�
XS�IRU�XV�DV�VSHDNHUV�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU��2XU�VSHDNHU�IRU�QH[W�PRQWK�ZLOO�EH�%UHW�8O�
OHU\��IURP�$FFHQW�2UFKLGV��+H�ZLOO�EH�EULQJLQJ�SODQWV�IRU�VDOH��6KDURQ�OLQHG�WKDW�XS�IRU�
XV�UHDOO\�TXLFN��<YHWWH�/HZLV�ZDV�DOVR�LQWURGXFHG�WR�RXU�VRFLHW\�DV�RXU�QHZ�WUHDVXUHU�
DV�3DW�%DLJ�KDV�UHWLUHG�IURP�WKDW�SRVLWLRQ��3DW�GLG�D�IDQWDVWLF�MRE�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�
\HDUV��:H�ZDQW�WR�WKDQN�3DW�%DLJ�IRU�KHU�VHUYLFH�WR�RXU�VRFLHW\��7ZR�WUXVWHHV�ZHUH�DO�
VR�DGGHG�DQG�ZHUH�LQWURGXFHG�WR�RXU�JURXS��'HEELH�6PLWK�DQG�0DU\�)DGRXO�ZLOO�HDFK�
EH�D�WUXVWHH�� 

2XU�SURJUDP�FRQVLVWHG�RI�0DWW�5LHV]�WDONLQJ�DERXW�RUFKLGV�WKDW�QHHG�D�GU\�UHVW�SHULRG��
&DWDVHWXPV�DQG�+DEHQDULDV��&DWDVHWXPV�DUH�TXLWH�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�SODQW�LQ�WKDW�WKH\�
DFWXDOO\�KDYH�ERWK�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�IORZHUV��ZKLFK�DUH�FRORUHG�DQG�VKDSHG�GLIIHUHQWO\��
6WRS�ZDWHULQJ�WKHP�ZKHQ�WKHLU�OHDYHV�GLH�RU�RQ�-DQXDU\��VW��ZKLFKHYHU�FRPHV�VRRQHU��
'R�QRW�JLYH�WKHP�DQ\�ZDWHU�DJDLQ�XQWLO�QHZ�JURZWKV�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�DQG�DUH�DW�OHDVW���
LQFKHV�ORQJ�DQG�QHZ�URRWV�DUH�DOVR�DERXW���LQFKHV�ORQJ��+DEHQDULDV�DOVR�JR�FRP�
SOHWHO\�GRUPDQW�IRU�WKH�ZLQWHU��6WRS�ZDWHULQJ�RU�IHHGLQJ�WKHP�DIWHU�WKHLU�IROLDJH�GLHV��
DQG�GR�QRW�VWDUW�DJDLQ�XQWLO�\RX�VHH�VLJQV�RI�QHZ�JURZWK���-HII�5XQGHOO�GLG�D�SUHVHQWD�
WLRQ�RQ�DLU�SODQWV��+H�VKRZHG�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRXQWV�KH�FUHDWHG�ZLWK�DLU�SODQWV�DQG�VPDOO�
RUFKLGV��DV�WKH\�JURZ�VLPLODU��(YHU\RQH�ZDV�TXLWH�VXUSULVHG�RQ�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�DLU�SODQWV�
WKDW�JURZ�QDWLYHO\�KHUH�LQ�)ORULGD�� 

-R\FH�)RZOHU�IURP�-R\�2UFKLGV�PHQWLRQHG�WKDW�WKH�WLPH�IRU�PHPEHUV�WR�UHGHHP�WKHLU�
FRXSRQ�IURP�WKH�VRFLHW\�WRZDUGV�D�QHZ�SODQW�ZLOO�EH�RQ�2FWREHU��UG�EHWZHHQ�������
1RRQ�WR�����30�DQG�2FWREHU���WK�IURP������$0�WR�����30��&RPH�WR�-R\�2UFKLGV¶�
JUHHQKRXVH�DW������&DVVRQ�6W���%URRNVYLOOH��������DQG�SUHVHQW�\RXU�VLJQHG�PHPEHU�
VKLS�FDUG�WR�UHFHLYH�\RXU�GLVFRXQW�WRZDUG�SODQWV�\RX�EX\�IURP�-R\FH�DQG�'DYLG���
-R\FH�DVNV�WKDW�\RX�EULQJ�D�IROGLQJ�FKDLU�WR�VLW�RQ�LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�VWD\�DQG�YLVLW��DQG�D�
ER[�WR�SXW�\RXU�RUFKLGV�LQ�LI�\RX�LQWHQG�WR�VKRS� 

6WHYH�DQG�0DWW�WKHQ�ZHQW�RYHU�WKH�VKRZ�WDEOH���7KHUH�ZDV�D�IDEXORXV�VHOHFWLRQ�
EURXJKW�LQ�E\�RXU�PHPEHUV��� 

:H�FRQFOXGHG�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�SDUW�RI�RXU�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�UDIIOH�SODQWV� 

:H�ZLOO�KDYH�DQRWKHU�PHHWLQJ�QH[W�PRQWK�RQ�2FWREHU���WK��WKLV�ZLOO�EH�RXU�ODVW�JDWKHU�
LQJ�XQWLO�RXU�PRQWKO\�PHHWLQJ�LQ�-DQXDU\��� 
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The American Orchid Society Webinars 
Webinars are online video presentations.  You can register for an upcoming webinar                                

or watch the recorded webinars any time.  Some webinars require you to be an AOS member. 

Upcoming Webinars 

Just click on:  http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx                                                                        
and you can watch these videos at your convenience.  

Orchids Magazine 

In addition to our normal monthly issue, October brings our annual 
supplement to Orchids magazine.  Seeing spots?  Perhaps stripes?  Maybe 
both?  This year's supplement is devoted entirely to spotted and striped 
orchids across a wide array of often-grown genera.  Just how did all those 
fabulously colored hybrids we have come about.  You won't want to miss this 
supplement. 
 

In the main October issue: 
 

· The New Refugium Botanicum - TBD 
· Collector's Item - The Good, the bad, and the real 
stinkers; Bulbophyllum section Racemosae by Charles Wilson 
· Orchids Illustrated - James Bateman by Peggy Alrich and Wesley Higgins 
· GreatIdeas - Another method to minimize seed loss by Charles Wilson 
· Paphiopedilum sukhakulii and its Hybrids. Seeing Spots! by Esteban 
(Steve) Gonzalez-Costa 
· Some Unusual Orchids From the Papuan Highlands by Spiro 
Kasomenakis 
· Growing Orchids is a Partnership - Allan Watson 
· Lindleyana - Rare and Threatened Orchids of Central Africa, Part 2 by 
Murielle Simo-Droissart, Tariq Stévart, Bonaventure Sonké and Vincent 
Droissart 

Greenhouse Chat for October 

Tuesday, October 6th, 2020 
8:30pm EDT  

Join Dr. Ron McHatton as he answers your questions about all things 
orchids. Send questions to greenhousechat@aos.org by October 2  

AOS Members: October Webinar 

 Tuesday, October 20th, 2020 
8:30pm EDT  

Join Dave Sorokowsky for some great tips for growing these popular 
slipper orchids.  
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YOUR ORCHID LIBRARY 

By Celeste Ogden 

 

http://www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/library-checkout-books.html 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I get a book from the Club’s  Library? 

1. Just Click on: www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/library-alphabetical-list-books.html 

2. Select Books or CD’s you think would be useful and order right on the web page. 

 

Select any number(s) that you would like to spend some time with and then you can sign 

them out at the next Members’ Meeting    Keep them for 1 month and return them at the fol-

lowing meeting and remove your name from the list. 

If you have any questions about our Library Books, my email address is:                          
c1948ogden@gmail.com 

 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 

Orchids In Colour #300-12  by:  Brian & Wilma Rittershausen 
Orchids In Colour has been written with the amateur orchid grower and enthusiast in mind.  It contains 
a wealth of cultural information which provides guidelines for the beginner, and includes many details re-
garding the most popular orchids which are in cultivation today.  This is an informative and easy to read 
book with 105 full color photos. 

Answers to quiz 

1.     B.  Catasetum 

2.  C.  Brazil 

3.  D.  All of the above 

4.  D.  When growth 4” & lots of roots 

5.  True 


