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CALENDAR OF SPEAKERS/EVENTS FOR                                      
NATURE COAST ORCHID SOCIETY FOR 

2020 
February 15th—Miranda Orchids—Brazilian Cattleyas 

March 27th to 29th—NCOS Orchid Show 

April 18th—Elections, and member plant sales 

May 16th—James Stevenson, from Pinellas County—Native Orchids 

June 20th—Glenn Gross 

July 18th—Dave Goliath 

August—AOS Seminar? 

September—AOS Seminar? 

October—Annual NCOS Auction 

November—Annual picnic 

December—holiday party 

Welcome to 2020! 

Our February meeting will be on the 15th. Expert growers 
Miranda Orchids will talk to us about Brazillian Cattleyas. 

This promises to be a special program, so don’t miss it! 

Dues are due! 

NCOS annual dues are due now.  If you did not take care 

of this at our January meeting, please plan to give a check 
to Arlene at our February meeting. Dues are $20 per 

member, or $25 per family living at the same address. 



The Keiki  February 2020

 Monthly Bulletin of the Nature Coast Orchid Society Page 2 

 

 
 

K&&/��Z^ 
 

WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ ��������������������������������������^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

WĂƐƚ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�������������������������������������������������:Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů� 

ϭƐƚ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�����������������������������������������'ĞĂƌǇ�,ĂƌƌŝƐ 

ϮŶĚ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� �� �������������ĞůĞƐƚĞ�KŐĚĞŶ 

dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ   ������������������������WĂƚ��ĂŝŐ 

�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ������������������������������������������WĂƚ��ƵƉŬĞ� 

�ĚǀŝƐŽƌǇ��ĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ��������������������������������,ĞůĞŶ��ĂƫƐƚƌĂĚĂ 

ZĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ��ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�����������<ĂƌĂ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ�����

 ;ŶŽƚ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶͿ 

 

 

 

��K�D�D�/�d�d�����^ 

�ƵůůĞƟŶ��;dŚĞ�<ĞŝŬŝͿ������������DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ�ĂŶĚ�:ƵůŝĞ�^ŵŽůŬĂ 

�-ŵĂŝů��Ž-ŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ�������������������������������������������dŝŵ�^ŵŝƚŚ 

,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ����������������������������������������������DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ�DĂƩĂŶĂ�� 

>ŝďƌĂƌŝĂŶ�������������������������������������������������������ĞůĞƐƚĞ�KŐĚĞŶ 

DĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�����ƌůĞŶĞ��ƉƉĞůďĂƵŵ͕��ĂƌŽů�sĂŶĚĞƌ>ĂĂŶ� 

WƵďůŝĐŝƚǇ   ����DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ��DĂƩĂŶĂ 

ZĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚ�dĂďůĞ�����������������������������sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ 

ZĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ZĞŵŝŶĚĞƌƐ�����������������DĂƌǇ�>ŽƵ�DĂƩĂŶĂ���� 

^ŚŽǁ�dĂďůĞ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ������������������������������������������DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ��� 

^ƉĞĂŬĞƌ�^ĞŐŵĞŶƚ�tƌŝƚĞƌ����������������������������<ĂƌĂ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ������������������ 

dƌŝƉƐ�����������������   ��������^ŽŶŝĂ�dĞƌƌĞůŽŶŐĞ�� 
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�K^�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

 

Mary Lou Mattana 

 

            

          

 

 
                                                 
 

 

People that signed up to bring food are: 

 

^ŶĂĐŬƐ͗ 
^ƵĞ��ĂƉĂƌďŝ-dĂǇůŽƌ 

DĂƌǇ�:Ž��ŽůůŽ 
ZĞŐŝŶĂ��ƉƉůĞ 
DĂƌŝĞ�dĂŶĂŬĂ 
�ĞůĞƐƚĞ�KŐĚĞŶ 

 

�ƌŝŶŬƐ͗ 
<ĂƌĞŶ�dĂĐĐĂƌĚ 
�ĞůĞƐƚĞ�KŐĚĞŶ 
�ŽŽƉĞƌƐ�-�ŚϮŽ 

:ŽŶ��ƌĂŐŽŶƐǁĂŶ 
 

 

By    Pat Baig  

 

 

Opening balance           $11,081.61 

Total receipts (raffle, etc.):        $794.00 

Total disbursements                   $464.00  

Current Balance :           $11,411.61  
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WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�DĞƐƐĂŐĞ 
Good day everyone 

WOW!!!! What a terrific show table we had!!! The cattleyas that were 
there were just absolutely magnificent! Thank you Todd, Matt and oth-
ers for bringing in some special plants! 

 

Our January meeting was just packed with information on getting our 
plants ready for judging and just how to properly stake them up for our own personal use. 
With all the information that Laura Newton gave us on preparing your plants for the best 
possible display we should have some award winning plants at our March show. I am cer-
tainly hoping our members ‘spruce’ up their plants to bring to our next meeting in February 
for the members show table. 

 

Our February meeting speaker will be Miranda Orchids who we have been waiting a long 
time to come back to see us. I for one am certainly looking forward to seeing the plants of 
South America. This should be a fascinating program for everyone. There will be plants 
available to buy from Miranda Orchids. 

 

We are still seeking volunteers our March show. Please check in with Mary-Lou Mattana to 
sign up. Last year we had a fantastic crew helping us in the kitchen. Hopefully some of 
those wonderful people will come back again this year to help in the kitchen. We still have 
time slots (only 2 hours) open for both the registration and raffle tables.  There will be a 
mass emailing of what is still needed sent out in early February.  Watch for the lists and vol-
unteer your time to make our society stronger.   

 

See everybody on Saturday, February 15th. Get there by noon so  you have plenty of time to 
get a choice orchid from Miranda Orchids. The meeting will start promptly at 1 o’clock. Un-
til then happy growing 

S 

 

Attention, Members, WE NEED YOU!!! 
Our society depends upon volunteers for everything we do. In particular, we need officers: 
President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President (who coordinates our speakers), Treasurer 
and Secretary.  Without these officers we CANNOT CONTINUE TO EXIST! Our current 

slate of officers have been in their positions for two years, having volunteered to continue for 
a second year. But this year we must elect NEW OFFICERS. The jobs of each officer are not a 
huge burden, and they’re a great way to get to know people. Please, please, please consider 
volunteering for one of these board positions, as well as several other committee positions. 
Elections are coming up in April, so speak to Steve Mattana if you’re willing to help! 
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Membership Notes  
for February 

                               
From Arlene Appelbaum 
 
Our January meeting was 
attended by over 40 peo-
ple. We signed up three 

new members to our society. Please wel-
come Patricia Moltedo, Theresa Sinnott, 
and Tiffanie Swigart to our group. 
 
41 people renewed or paid their member-
ship for 2020. Please remember that a 
single membership is $20.00 and a cou-
ples or family dues structure is $25,00 
for the calendar year January 1 through 
December 31. Our roster now shows 122 
members in our society. That is a truly 
remarkable number. 
 
A reminder that anyone can order a 
name badge through me for $13.00. 
 
We hope to see you all at our Febru-
ary15th meeting.  
 
 
  
 
 
 

0(0%(56� 

$UOHQH� KDV� JUDFLRXVO\� WDNHQ� RYHU�
VHQGLQJ�JHW-ZHOO�FDUGV�DQG�V\PSDWK\�
FDUGV� WR� PHPEHUV�� ,I� \RX� NQRZ� RI�
DQ\�PHPEHUV�ZKR�DUH�LOO�RU�JULHYLQJ��
SOHDVH� VHQG�KHU� DQ�HPDLO� WR� OHW�KHU�
NQRZ�DW���fluffy2cats@gmail.com    

7+$1.�<28� 

 

NCOS ORCHID QUIZ 

Answers on last page 

____________________________________________ 

1. How many native orchids does Alaska 
have? 

     A.  0 

     B.  1-15 

     C. 16-30 

     D.  Over 30 

2. Usually in ealy may, this orchid is one 
of the first to bloom in Alaska 

     A.  Sparrow’s Egg Lady Slipper 

     B.  Fairy Slipper 

     C.  The Northern Bog Orchid 

     D.  Palomino Lady’s Slipper 

3. The Northern Bog Orchid 
(Platanthera Obtusata) is pollinated 
by 

     A.  Mosquitoes 

     B.  Bees 

     C.  Moths 

     D.  Birds 

4. The Sparrows Egg Lady Slipper is one 
of the few members of the orchid fami-
ly to live in 

     A.  The Aleutian Islands 

     B.  Interior Alaska 

     C.  The Arctic Circle 

     D.  Kodiak Island 
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NCOS Meeting Minutes, January 18, 2020 

By Kara Warnock 

6WHYH�0DWWDQD�ZHOFRPHG�HYHU\RQH�WR�
RXU�ILUVW�PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH�QHZ�\HDU��$V�
\RX�PD\�NQRZ�WKH�FOXE�LV�FRPLQJ�XS�
RQ�HOHFWLRQ�WLPH�DQG�DOO�RI�WKH�HOHFWHG�
SRVLWLRQV� DUH� RSHQ� –� 3UHVLGHQW�� )LUVW�
9LFH� 3UHVLGHQW�� 6HFRQG� 9LFH� 3UHVL�
GHQW�� 7UHDVXUH�� DQG� 6HFUHWDU\�� :H�

ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�VHH�VRPH�YROXQWHHUV�VWHS�IRUZDUG�WR�WDNH�RQ�
WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� WKHVH� SRVLWLRQV�� $OO� RI� WKH� DYDLODEOH�
HOHFWHG� SRVLWLRQV� DUH� TXLWH� HDV\� DQG� GR� QRW� WDNH� XS� WRR�
PXFK�RI�\RXU�WLPH��7KH�6HFRQG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�UHVSRQVL�
EOH�IRU�FRQWDFWLQJ�RUFKLG�YHQGRUV��IURP�DQ�DYDLODEOH�OLVW��WR�
VHH�LI�WKH\�PLJKW�EH�DYDLODEOH�WR�SUHVHQW�WR�XV�RQ�WKH�WKLUG�
6DWXUGD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK��&HOHVWH�2JGHQ��ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�KDQ�
GOLQJ� WKLV� SRVLWLRQ�� DOUHDG\� KDV� VSHDNHUV� OLQHG� XS� IRU� WKH�
FOXE� WKUX� -XO\�� 7KH� MRE� RI� WKH� )LUVW� 9LFH� 3UHVLGHQW� LV� WR�
PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�IHHV�IRU�WKH�9):�KDOO�DUH�SDLG�RQ�WLPH�
DQG� WR�PDNH�VXUH� WKDW�RXU�DSSRLQWPHQWV�DUH�UHDG\� IRU�DQ\�
HYHQWV�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�FRPLQJ�XS��7KH�6HFUHWDU\�LV�UHVSRQVL�
EOH� IRU� WDNLQJ� QRWHV� YLD� YRLFH� UHFRUGLQJ� DQG� WKHQ� W\SLQJ�
WKHP�RXW�WR�SUHVHQW�WR�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�DW�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�ERDUG�
PHHWLQJ� IRU� DSSURYDO�� )LQDOO\�� WKH�7UHDVXUH� LV� UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU�NHHSLQJ�WUDFN�RI�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�PRQH\�FRPLQJ�LQ�WR�DQG�
JRLQJ� RXW� RI� WKH� FOXE¶V� DFFRXQW� HDFK�PRQWK��$W� WKH�PRVW�
VRPH� RI� WKHVH� SRVLWLRQV� WDNH� DQ� KRXU� WR� DQ� KRXU� D� KDOI� D�
PRQWK�RI�\RXU�WLPH�WR�FRPSOHWH�\RXU�GXWLHV��7KDW�LV�UHDOO\�
QRW� D� ZKROH� ORW� RI� RQH¶V� WLPH� ZKHQ� \RX� WKLQN� DERXW� LW��
3OHDVH�VHH�6WHYH�LI�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�RQH�RI�WKHVH�SRVL�
WLRQV�� 

2QH�WKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FOXE�GHFLGHG�LW�LV�JRLQJ�WR�GR�WKLV�\HDU�LV�
WR� GRQDWH� WR� DQ� RUFKLG� FRQVHUYDWRU\�� $V� \RX� PD\� NQRZ�
WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�VSHFLHV�RI�RUFKLGV�WKDW�DUH�IDFLQJ�H[WLQFWLRQ�
GXH� WR� KDELWDW� ORVV��7KH� FOXE� KDV� GHFLGHG� WR� GRQDWH� WR� DQ�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ� WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�SUHVHUYH�QDWLYH�KDELWDWV�VR� WKDW�
WKH�RUFKLGV�ZH�ORYH�VWLOO�KDYH�DUHDV�WR�H[LVW�LQ�WKH�ZLOG��:H�
KDYH� GHFLGHG� WR� GHGLFDWH� ��� RI� WKH� FOXE¶V� JURVV� LQFRPH�
�DSSUR[LPDWHO\������� WR�GRQDWH� WRZDUGV�SUHVHUYLQJ�QDWLYH�
RUFKLG�KDELWDWV��� 

-HII� 5XQGHOO� GLVFXVVHG� WKH� FXUUHQW� HIIRUWV� WR� RUJDQL]H� RXU�
XSFRPLQJ�DQQXDO�RUFKLG�VKRZ�WR�EH�KHOG�RQ�0DUFK���WK�DQG�
��WK��6LJQ-XS�VKHHWV�ZHUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�PHPEHUV� WR�YROXQ�
WHHU� WKHLU� WLPH� WR� KHOS� ZLWK� YDULRXV� WDVNV� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK�
WKH� VKRZ�� )RU� WKRVH� WKDW� SDUWLFLSDWHG� ZLWK� WKH� VKRZ� ODVW�
\HDU�ZH�DVN�WKDW�\RX�FRQVLGHU�YROXQWHHULQJ�\RXU�WLPH�DJDLQ�

WKLV� \HDU�� LI� SRVVLEOH�� -HII� KDV� JUDFLRXVO\� YROXQWHHUHG� WR�
KHOS�WDNH�FDUH�RI�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�GLVSOD\�IRU�WKLV�\HDU¶V�
VKRZ��:H� DUH� SODQQLQJ� WR� SXW� WRJHWKHU�PRUH� RI� D� QDWXUDO�
GLVSOD\�WKLV�\HDU��:H�DUH�LQ�QHHG�RI�LWHPV�VXFK�DV�6SDQLVK�
PRVV�� FXVKLRQ� RU� SLOORZ� UHLQGHHU�PRVV� OLFKHQ�� GULIWZRRG��
EDUN��RU�RWKHU�QDWXUDO�PDWHULDOV�WR�KHOS�URXQG�RXW�WKH�RUFKLG�
GLVSOD\�� ,I� \RX� KDYH� DQ\� RI� WKHVH�PDWHULDOV� WR� GRQDWH� WR�
ZDUGV�WKH�GLVSOD\�SOHDVH�JHW�WKHP�WR�-HII��� 

2QH� RI� WKH� GLIIHUHQW� WKLQJV� WKDW�ZH� DUH� ORRNLQJ� WR� LPSOH�
PHQW�DW� WKLV�\HDU¶V�RUFKLG�VKRZ�LV�HWFKHG�JODVV�DZDUGV�IRU�
³%HVW�RI�6KRZ´�FDWHJRULHV��L�H��&\PELGLXP��&DWWOH\D��'HQ�
GURELXP��HWF����7KH�DZDUGV�FRVW�����HDFK�DQG�ZH�ZRXOG�EH�
ORRNLQJ� IRU� LQGLYLGXDOV�RU�JURXSV�RI� LQGLYLGXDOV� WR�GRQDWH�
PRQH\�WR�KHOS�VSRQVRU�DQ�DZDUG��$QRWKHU�LGHD�WKDW�ZH�SODQ�
RQ� H[SORULQJ� WR� KHOS� JHQHUDWH�PRQH\� IRU� WKH� FOXE�ZDV� WR�
FUHDWH� VLPSOH� IORUDO� DUUDQJHPHQWV� XVLQJ� FXW� 'HQGURELXP�
IORZHUV��7KHVH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�ZRXOG�EH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�VDOH�DW�
WKH� VKRZ�IRU���-��HDFK��7KH� LGHD�EHLQJ� WKH�PRUH� UHYHQXH�
WKH� FOXE� EXLOGV� WKH�PRUH�PRQH\�ZH� KDYH� WR� SOD\�ZLWK� LQ�
RUGHU� WR� EULQJ� LQ� ³VSHFLDO� YHQGRUV´� IURP� RXW� RI� VWDWH� WR�
VSHDN�ZLWK�RXU�FOXE�� 

6WHYH�SURYLGHG�RXU�ILQDQFLDO�UHSRUW�RQ�RXU�FOXE¶V�WUHDVXU\��
ZKLFK� LV� FXUUHQWO\� LQ� JRRG� VKDSH��$IWHU� WDNLQJ� FDUH�RI� DOO�
WKH�H[SHQVHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH������RUFKLG�VKRZ�WKH�FOXE�
VDZ� D� SURILW� RI� �������� 'XULQJ� WKH� IDOO� DXFWLRQ� ZH�PDGH�
����������� 7KH� IHUWLOL]HU� WKDW� WKH� FOXE� VROG� IURP�1RUPDQ�
)DQJ�EURXJKW�LQ������IRU�WKH�FOXE��7KH�FXUUHQW�EDODQFH�RI�
RXU� FOXE¶V� FKHFNLQJ� DFFRXQW� DIWHU� DOO� H[SHQVHV� VWDQGV� DW�
�������� 

$UOHQH� $SSHOEDXP� SURYLGHG� WKH� FOXE� ZLWK� DQ� XSGDWH� RQ�
PHPEHUVKLS�� 7KH� FOXE� FXUUHQWO\� KDV� D� WRWDO� RI� ���� UHJLV�
WHUHG�PHPEHUV�� �$W� WRGD\¶V�PHHWLQJ�ZH� KDG� ���PHPEHUV�
VLJQHG� LQ�DQG���QHZ�PHPEHUV� MRLQ�RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��$V�D�
IULHQGO\� UHPLQGHU� DQQXDO� PHPEHUVKLS� GXHV� ZHUH� GXH� DW�
WRGD\¶V�PHHWLQJ��� 

7KH�ERXQW\�RI�EHDXWLIXO�RUFKLGV�IHDWXUHG�RQ�RXU�VKRZ�WDEOH�
IRU�WKLV�PRQWK�ZHUH�GLVFXVVHG�� 

2XU�VSHDNHU�IRU�WKLV�PRQWK�ZDV�/DXUD�1HZWRQ�ZKR�JDYH�D�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ� RQ� KRZ� WR� JHW� \RXU� RUFKLGV� UHDG\� IRU� $26�
MXGJLQJ�DQG�VKRZV������� 

7KH�UDIIOH�ZDV�GUDZQ�DQG�WKH�PHHWLQJ�DGMRXUQHG�� 
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^ŚŽǁ�dĂďůĞ͕�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϮϬ 
WůĂŶƚ�EĂŵĞ 'ƌŽǁĞƌ 

sĂŶĚĂ�,ǇďƌŝĚ �ŽŶŶŝĞ��ŚĂƐĞ 

WŚĂů͘�KƌĐŚŝĚǀŝĞǁ�'ŽůĚ��ƵƐƚ�ǆ�,͘W͘�EŽƌƚŽŶ�ΖKƌĐŚŝĚǀŝĞǁΖ �ŽŶŶŝĞ��ŚĂƐĞ 

ZůĐ͘��ĂůΖƐ�,ŽƌŝǌŽŶ �ĂŶ�'ƌĂŶƚ 

ZůĐ͘��ůĂŶĐŚĞ��ŝƐĂŬĂ �ĂŶ�'ƌĂŶƚ 

�ůĞŝƐŽƐƚŽŵĂ�ĂƌŝĞƟŶƵŵ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 

�Đƚ͘��ŽŽƚŚ�>ĞĞ�ΖsĞŶŝĐĞΖ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 

�ůĐ͘�&ƵĐŚƐ�KƌĂŶŐĞ�EƵŐŐĞƚ�Ζ<ƵŵƋƵĂƚΖ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 

ZƚŚ͘�zŽƵŶŐ�DŝŶ�KƌĂŶŐĞ�Ζ'ŽůĚĞŶ�^ĂƟƐĨĂĐƟŽŶΖ��Dͬ�K^ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 

�ĂƩůĞǇĂ�,ǇďƌŝĚ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 

DƚƐƐĂ͘�^ŚĞůŽď�ΖdŽůŬŝĞŶΖ :ƵůŝĞ�^ŵŽůŬĂ 

�ĞŶ͘�&ŝƌĞ�tŝŶŐƐ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

�ĞŶ͘��ƌ͘�hƚŚĂŝ�ǆ��ĞŶ͘��ƵƌĂŶĂ�ZŽǇĂů DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

�ůĐ͘�WĂƐƚŽƌĂů�Ζ/ŶŶŽĐĞŶĐĞΖ��Dͬ�K^ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 
�͘�DĞŵ͘�WĞƚĞƌ�sŽŶ�^ĐŚŽůů DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

�ŽĐŚůĞĂŶƚŚĞƐ�ĂƌŽŵĂƟĐĂ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

�ƐŶ͘�WůĂǇĂ��ĚŝĐŽƌĂ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

�͘�&ŝƌĞ�DĂŐŝĐ�Ζ<ƌƵůů�^ŵŝƚŚΖ��Dͬ�K^ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

ZůĐ͘�'ŽŽĚ�EĞǁƐ�Ζ�ŽƌŝƐΖ��Dͬ�K^ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

WŚĂů͘��ŚĞŶŐ�DŝŶ�WĂƌĂŬĞĞƚ�ΖzĂƉŚŽŶΖ ^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

WŚĂů͘�>ǇŶĚŽŶ�'ŽůĚ�ZŝŶŐ�ΖDŽŶƚĐůĂŝƌ��ĂŶĂƌǇΖ ^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

WŚĂů͘�:ŽǇ�^ƉƌŝŶŐ��ĂŶĂƌǇ�ΖdĂŝƉĞŝΖ��Dͬ�K^ ^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 
�ŶŐƌĂĞĐƵŵ�ƐĞƐƋƵŝƉĞĚĂůĞ�Ś͘ǀ͘�ďŽƐƐĞƌŝ ^ƵĞ��ĂƉĂƌďŝ-dĂǇůŽƌ 

�ĞŶ͘�ZŽǇĂů�tŝŶŐƐ dŽĚĚ��ůĞĂǀĞƌ 

sĂŶĚĂ�^ĂǁĂŶĂŶ�WŝŶŬ dŽĚĚ��ůĞĂǀĞƌ 

sĂŶĚĂ�^ĂǁĂŶĂŶ�WŝŶŬ dŽĚĚ��ůĞĂǀĞƌ 

>Đ͘�DĞůŽĚǇ�&Ăŝƌ�Ζ�ĂƌŽůΖ�,��ͬ�K^ dŽĚĚ��ůĞĂǀĞƌ 

�Đ͘�DŽƵŶƚ�,ŽŽĚ�ΖDĂƌǇΖ��Dͬ�K^ dŽĚĚ��ůĞĂǀĞƌ 
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PEOPLE 
HELPING 
PEOPLE 

In Hernando County 

:((.(1'�%/(66,1*6�)25�.,'6 

 

*SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS INDIVIDUAL CEREAL PACKS 

*CANNED CHICKEN/TUNA CEREAL BARS 

*DEVILED HAM RAISINS 

*TUNA/CHICKEN SALAD W/ CRACKERS NUTS 

*BAKED BEANS APPLESAUCE 

*VIENNA SAUSAGE PUDDING SNACK PACKS 

*MAC/BEEF CANNED SOUPS 

*RAVIOLI WITH MEAT 100% JUICE BOXES/POUCHES 

*CHILI SHELF MILK BOXES 

 
People Helping People in Hernando, Inc.—a 501©(3) charitable organization 

Dedicated to providing basic necessities to those in need 

PO Box 6182, Spring Hill, FL 34611 

 

*items most needed 

In the future the society will provide a box at each monthly meeting for us to collect  
groceries for those in need all year round. Please bring food items such as listed below to the 
meeting, and put them in the box. It will be donated to People Helping People from NCOS.  
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Attention, Members! 
Our annual orchid show is coming up in March, and we are in urgent need of several people 
to lead and participate in the Show Committee. The committee is responsible for organizing 
the show, interacting with our vendors, designing and setting up the orchid exhibit, and gener-

ally handling the details of our show. We have plenty of guidance to show you what needs to 
be done, and many hands make light work. This is a very enjoyable and social activity, so please 
consider volunteering. Your society needs you!  Without you there is NO SHOW! 

Please contact Mary Lou Mattana, Steve Mattana or Matt Riesz if you can help. 

 

We will also need your plants in bloom—as many as you can provide. Now is the time to 
start grooming them for the show, as per the instructions given in our January meeting by 

Laura Newton of the American Orchid Society (AOS).  Our show will be judged by the AOS 
this year. That means AOS judges will be giving out first, second and third place ribbons in sev-
enteen classes (types) of orchids. They will also award five trophies: 

· Best Orchid in Show by a Commercial Grower 

· Best Orchid in Show by an NCOS Member 

· Best Cattleya Alliance 

· Best Phalaenopsis Alliance 

· Best Dendrobium Alliance 

After awarding the ribbons and trophies, the judg-
es will be pulling exceptional plants for AOS judg-
ing, where they will be considered for AOS awards 
such as AM/AOS, HCC/AOS, etc. 

 

So plan to bring your blooming plants and hope 
you all go home with some ribbons for your beau-

ties! 
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JANUARY SPEAKER NOTES 

By Kara Warnock 

Our first speaker of the new year was accredited AOS judge Laura Newton who gave a discussion 
on How to Get Your Plants Ready for a Show. Laura helped provide insight to our questions such 
as, “What do the judges want to see?” and “What is the best way to bring my plants in for judg-
ing?” It is best to begin looking at your plants early well in advance of an upcoming show or judg-
ing event to evaluate issues that they may need a little help with in order to look their best.  

The leaves of our plant account for a good percentage of the plant as a whole. One thing that the 
judges can be sticklers about when judging a plant is any noticeable problems with your leaves. The first thing you want 
to do is remove any dead leaves that are still attached to the plant. To do this simply grip the dead leaves at the base 
of the plant or closest to the pseudobulb and give a gentle tug in order to detach the leaf. You also want to address 
any problems such as dead spots on your leaves by removing the affected tissue. Depending upon the plant, either cut 
off the affected portion of the leaf or remove the leaf in its entirety. If you have to cut a portion of your leaf to remove 
a blemished area try to mimic the shape of the leaf with your cut rather than cutting the leaf off square. By mimicking 
the shape of the leaf and rounding your cut you just might be able to fool the judges that there was never anything 
wrong with the leaf. You want to keep a couple of shears on hand for use when making cuts on your orchids. Remem-
ber to sterilize your cutting tools between individual plants to avoid spreading disease. Laura likes to use the heat from 
a blowtorch to sterilize her clippers between plants. Over the years she has found that heating each blade of the clip-
pers for 15 seconds per side to get rid of most diseases and viruses. Finally, you want the leaves of your plant to look 
pristine and devoid of spotting from calcium or hard water deposits. Laura’s trick for this is to use an old sock and 
some lemon juice to remove those pesky spots – an idea that she learned from her friend and fellow Bulbophyllum 
grower Bill Thoms. Simply cut the toe off of an old sock, flip the sock inside out so that you are using the rough tex-
tured side, dip the sock in some lemon juice, and gently rub the leaf (making sure to get the top and bottom sides) to 
remove any spotting. When rubbing the leaves you want to position your other hand under the leaf to help provide 
support and prevent the leaf from cracking. Take care when rubbing the leaves not to damage the outermost cuticle 
layer of the leaf as this can make them susceptible to fungus and bacterial infections. If you do not have any lemon juice 
you can also use milk or even Sprite to clean off the surface of your leaves. However, do not use the commercial leaf 
shine products marketed to orchid growers as the judges are not a fan. Once you have cleaned the spots from your 
leaves you can use the outside or soft surface side of another sock to buff the surface giving a natural shine to the leaf.  

When bringing your plant in for judging it is just as important to address the plant’s pot and potting media as it is the 
plant itself. Let’s face it, life usually gets in the way and our poor orchid plant did not get repotted when it needed to. 
Laura has a solution for that too. She will top dress her orchid pots with fresh media to hide the fact that they are in 
need of repotting. First pull out any weeds present in the pot using tweezers then add new media (i.e. bark or sphag-
num) directly over top of the old media to hide any imperfections. This psyches out the judges into thinking that our 
plants are beautifully grown and well maintained. When bringing your plant in for judging especially for the larger or-
chid shows presentation counts. Take the time and make the effort to ensure your plant presents at its best. Place 
your plastic or clay growing pot inside of a decorative pot to really show your orchid off. A pro tip, when traveling 
with your plant to large shows place your address label on the underside of your orchid pot to deter others from 
walking off with your plant.   

As your orchid plants are coming into bloom you want to stay vigilant and stake the floral spikes early and often to 
create the best floral displays. For staking her spikes Laura likes to create a hooked bend (or loop) using some wire to 
hold, but not clamp down, the spike in place. Frequent monitoring and adjustment of the height of the stake as the 
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spike continues to grow will provide the best display of flowers at maturity. The use of natural materials and floral tape 
to stake your spikes will blend in more amongst the vegetation of your plant and be less distracting to the judges. 
Items like butterfly clips albeit pretty are often colorful and will distract from the beauty of the flowers. Once spikes 
have started to form it is important to remember that they will always grow towards the light source that they see. 
Therefore, it is very important if you have to move your plant for any reason after spikes have formed that you place it 
back facing the same direction so as not to confuse it. If you rotate your plant during this critical time that the flowers 
are beginning to open you will have flowers that are facing every which direction because you have changed its light 
source. To avoid this potential problem, consider marking your pot with chalk or another means to mark which way 
the plant was orientated towards the light. This is especially true of Phalaenopsis flowers. If you do not keep Phals ori-
entated towards a single light source as the flowers are opening you will not achieve that overlapping shingle effect that 
is desirable in creating their cascading floral display. Also, remember when preparing your orchids to cut off any old 
inflorescences from previous blooms and remove old, dried floral sheaths.  

Use your powers of observation to monitor your plants and correct any problems before they have a chance to devel-
op. As an example, for species orchids like Rhynchostylis gigantea that like to form grape-like clusters of flowers that 
can become tucked underneath the leaves you might have to use a stake to help pull the spike away from the leaves. 
Simple corrections such as placing a small stake adjacent to the spike will move the flowers out and away from the 
leaves allowing one to view both sides of the inflorescence. Another issue that you might encounter is the crowding of 
flower buds prior to opening on clustered inflorescences such as those of bifoliate Cattleyas. Laura utilizes Styrofoam 
egg cartons or cardboard to create spacers between adjacent flower buds and prevent flower buds from forming and 
opening on top of one another. Her technique is to cut a “V” or “U” shape notch out of the aforementioned materials 
and gently wedge it between two flower stems giving each flower plenty of room to open up. By close observation of 
your orchids daily you are able to get to them soon enough and address problems before something terrible happens. 
Preparing your orchids for judging or a show is really just a bit of trickery and convincing the judges that you are the 
best orchid grower.      
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Many thanks to Sue Bottom for allowing us to share her article from the St. Augustine Orchid Society with our group 

St. Augustine Orchid  Society                                                                                                                             

www.staugorchidsociety.org 

Orchid Plant Parts and Why They Matter                                                                                                                             

by Sue Bottom, sbottom15@hotmail.com 

It doesn’t really matter if you can remember all of the names of orchid plant parts, but it is to your benefit 

to understand how these parts function.  We’ll talk about all the basic orchid parts to help focus your atten-

tion on things to look for when you are looking at your plants. 

 

Orchid growth habits fall into two basic groups, the monopodial orchids 

that grow vertically and the sympodial orchids that grow laterally.  Mono-

podial orchids like phalaenopsis and vandas grow upward from a single 

stem.  Orchids with this growth habit grow upward from season to sea-

son from a single vegetative shoot.  Leaves, roots and flower spikes sprout 

from nodes along the stem.  Normally the plant will lose its leaves from 

the bottom up and continue to grow new leaves from the terminal or api-

cal tip while making new roots along the stem.  Monopodial orchids do 

not have fleshy pseudobulbs for storage of food an water like the sympo-

dial orchids, so they require more frequent watering and feeding.  Vandas 

often produce a keiki (KAY-kee) a Hawaiian term for baby that is used to 

describe a plantlet that sprouts from a mature plant.  Keikis are a great 

way to share your plants with friends. 

 

Sympodial orchids like cattleyas, dendrobiums and oncidiums branch outward horizontally rather than 

grow vertically like monopodial orchids.  Sympodial orchids grow laterally and produce a new shoot along a 

rhizome that develops into a stem with roots and 

leaves and eventually produces flowers. This growth 

process is repeated in a continuous cycle.  Sympodial 

orchids have pseudobulbs that grow along a rhi-

zome (RYE-zohm), a root-bearing stem the apex of 

which progressively sends up leafy shoots.  When 

repotting, the rhizome should be at or just above the 

potting media.  There is a greater potential for rot if 

the rhizome is buried in the potting mix.  A pseudo-

bulb (SOO-doh-bulb) is the thickened portion of a 

stem used when discussing cattleyas, oncidiums and 

many other sympodial orchids.  A cane, used when discussing dendrobiums is similar to a pseudobulb but is 

much more stalk-like in 
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appearance.  The pseudobulbs and canes are like the humps on camels, storing food and water to sustain the 

plant during droughty conditions.  They perform a vital function to the plant even when leafless.  Front 

bulbs are the pseudobulbs in the younger part of the plant.  The 

front bulbs are the actively growing part of your plant and it is 

from these new growths that new flowers will emerge.  The back 

bulbs are the pseudobulbs on the older part of the plant.  The 

back bulbs are often without leaves but as long as they are still 

green, they continue to provide nourishment to the plant.  Back 

bulbs can be used to propagate new plants from the original plant 

when new growths are encouraged to sprout from blind or 

dormant eyes, the incipient buds of vegetative growth.  There are 

at least two eyes on each pseudobulb so that if one eye or lead 

becomes damaged, a new pseudobulb can emerge from the other 
eye. The cataphyll (KAT-a-fill) is an undeveloped leaf that forms 

around the base of the pseudobulb and matures to form a papery 

sheath along the length of the pseudobulb.  When the pseudobulb 

is growing, the cataphyll provides some structural support and 

protects the tender new growth from mechanical and insect dam-

age.  Cataphylls can sometimes form pockets where water can 

accumulate and bacterial action can cause the bulb to rot so the 

pockets should be slit or the cataphyll pulled down so water will drain freely.  Once the growth is mature and 

hardened, the dried cataphylls can be removed before they become hiding place for scale and other sucking 

insects.   

 

Orchid leaves vary from the thin leaved oncidiums and catasetums, the fleshy 

phalaenopsis to the hard dendrobium and cattleya leaves that have waxy covering 

that help minimize water loss.  Cattleyas with a single leaf are called unifoliates and 

cattleyas with two ( and occasionally three) leaves are 

called bifoliates.  Unlike the unifoliates, bifoliate catt-

leyas should be repotted only when they are growing 

new roots.  Stomata (sto-Mah-tah) are pores on the 

lower surface of the leaf epidermis through which the 
plant breathes.   The stomata are mostly closed dur-

ing the day to prevent water loss by transpiration and 

open at night when temperatures are lower and hu-

midity is higher.  This means that orchids are not 

good candidates for foliar feeding.  If specialty foliar sprays such as those 
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containing minor or trace elements designed to be absorbed through the leaves are to be used, they are 

best applied to the undersides of the leaves in the predawn hours. 

 

Orchid roots consist of an inside wiry filament and 

thick sponge like covering called velamen that helps 

prevent water loss and aids in absorption of water and 

mineral nutrients.  Actively growing orchid roots have 

green (and sometimes reddish) tips, the longer the green 
tips the faster the roots are growing.  The white velamen 

layer follows a few days behind the root’s growth tip.  

The emergence of fresh roots tells you your plant is go-

ing into the growth mode, if it needs to be repotted the 

time is now (or maybe you should have done it last week 

when the new growth was swelling up before the green tips emerged). 

 

On cattleyas, flower buds emerge from a sheath, a modified 

leaf that encloses an emerging inflorescence,  Some cattleyas 

bloom soon after the growth matures and the sheath is formed 

(said to bloom on the green 

sheaths) and others rest for 
several months before 

blooming (said to bloom on 

dried sheaths).  Sheaths 

should be watched careful-

ly.  If the color changes to 

yellow or brown, the 

sheath should be carefully 
opened and pulled down so 

water can drain freely.  Otherwise condensation inside the sheath from 

day-night temperature changes can cause the flower buds to rot in the 

sheath.  Some cattleyas like those with walkeriana in the background 

don’t bloom from sheaths. If you allow water to accumulate in the cata-

phyll extending above the leaf base, it can rot the emerging bud. 
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The inflorescence (in-floor-ESS-ents) is the 

flowering part of the plant. Typical parts of the 

inflorescence include the peduncle, pedicel 

and flower itself.  On a cattleya, the inflo-

rescence consists of a peduncle (pe-DUNK-

ul), the stalk of an inflorescence that arises 

from the bulb, and the pedicel (PED-i-sel), 

the stalk of an individual flower that branches 

from the peduncle,  Some Orchids like Rl. 

digbyana have a long and twisted pedicel so 

the flower is normally not well displayed un-

less it has been staked to provide structural 

support.  Phalaenopsis bloom from a raceme 
(ray-SEEM),  a type of inflorescence with short

-stalked flowers borne on a elongated stem that bears the pedicels and flowers,  Racemes can be upright, 

arched or even pendent.  Those of phalaenopsis are most often upright and arched and should be staked dur-

ing development to make sure  the flowers are presented to their best advantage. 

 

Orchid flowers have three outer and three inner 

flower parts.  The outermost flower parts are the 

sepals, the dorsal sepal at the top of the flower and 
the two lateral sepals at the bottom of the flower.  

The innermost flower parts are the petals, consist-

ing of the two petals on either side of the flower 

and the lip or labellum usually at the base of the 

flower.  The lip is a modified petal and often the 

most striking part of the flower.  It is very different 

from the other two petals and plays an important 

role in pollination, often serving as a landing plat-

form for insects.  The column is a flashy structure 

that is in the middle of the flower and consists of 

fused reproductive parts, the male anther that 
bears the pollinia or pollen pellets and the female 

receptive organ, the stigma, a shiny depression 

filled with a sticky fluid,  You don’t need to know much mor about this x-rated material unless you feel com-

pelled to carry a toothpick around with you while you are admiring your orchid flowers.  At that point, you’ll 

have to give yourself over to a higher power as you orchid addiction has escalated! 
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Don’t miss out! AOS Membership offers something for everyone ! 
 

Coming in February 2020  

· For the Novice - Artificial Light Intensity and Supplemental Lighting by Ray Barkalow  

· Collector's Item - Bulbophyllum beccarii by Jerry Lee Fisher  

· GREATIdeas - Foundations for Greenhouses by Jean Allen-Ikeson  

· A New Lighting Option for Indoor Orchid Growing: T5 HO LED Replacements for Fluorescent Grow Lights by A'na Sa'tara  

· Liparis liliifolia - A "lily" of an Orchid by Soraya Cates Parr  

· Lindleyana - ×Cattlianthe dabeibaensis - A New Intergeneric Natural Hybrid in Colombia by Ruben Sauleda, Andrea Niessen and Juan 

Carlos Uribe  

· Book Review - Orchids as Aphrodisiac, Medicine or Food  

 

LOOK for your awarded orchids in the sixteen-page awards gallery in each issue of ORCHIDS! The magazine awards gallery features all of 
the awards granted month by month in the previous year.  

 

LOOK on the AOS website to find the most recently awarded orchids! Exhibits are also included in the latest awards gallery. Check it out to 
get some great ideas for your next display. https://secure.aos.org/orchid-awards.aspx  

 

AOS members have exclusive access to thousands of awarded photos in OrchidPro! Sign on to the AOS website. Click on your name on the 

top right side of the page to find the dropdown menu. Select OrchidPro. Be inspired!  

The American Orchid Society Webinars 
Webinars are online video presentations.  You can register for an upcoming webinar                                

or watch the recorded webinars any time.  Some webinars require you to be an AOS member. 

Upcoming Webinars 

Just click on:  http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx  and you can watch these videos at your 
convenience. Some webinars are  reserved for AOS members only.  

AOS Members: February Webinar 

 Tuesday, February 11th, 2020  
8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT 

Learn about the labiate cattleyas and how to grow them, with Art 
Chadwick.  

Greenhouse Chat 

 Tuesday, February 18th, 2020  
8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT 

Orchid Q&A with Ron McHatton 
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YOUR ORCHID LIBRARY 

By Celeste Ogden 

 

http://www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/library-

checkout-books.html 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I get a book from the Club’s  Library? 

1. Just Click on: www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/library-alphabetical-list-books.html 

2. Select Books or CD’s you think would be useful and order right on the web page. 

 

Select any number(s) that you would like to spend some time with and then you can sign 

them out at the next Members’ Meeting    Keep them for 1 month and return them at the fol-

lowing meeting and remove your name from the list. 

If you have any questions about our Library Books, my email address is:                          
c1948ogden@gmail.com 

 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 

Taylor's Guide to Orchids  #200-036  

 
More than 300 Orchids, photographed and described, for growers of every level of experience from be-
ginners, to collectors.  With complete instructions on selecting and caring for each variety.  Includes 
chapters on potting, fertilizing, watering, and maintenance, as well as on organic controls of pests and 
diseases.   

Answers to quiz 

1. D.  Over 30 

2. B.  Fairy Slipper 

3. A.  Mosquitoes 

4. C.  Arctic Circle 


