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Coming in January & February
Note meeting dates have been changed!
January 22, 2022 will be Pam Waters
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Yvette Lewis

Current Report as of 10/31/2021:
Prior balance as of 9/30/2021:
Total receipts (raffle, etc.)
Total disbursements

$12,027.90
$5,428.26
$(1,809.46)

Bank balance as of 10/31/2021 $15,646.70
Outstanding Checks

($1,035.00)

Cash On Hand 10/31/2021

$14,611.70
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NCOS ORCHID QUIZ
MeMbership Notes
for NoveMber.

Grammatophyllum
Answers on page 8
____________________________________________

Our numbers stand at 141 paid
members, which is outstanding.
See you in January and don’t
forget our 2022 dues

-

fluffy2cats@gmail.com

1. Grammatophyllm speciosm is also
know as?
A. Tiger Orchid
B. Giant Orchid
C. Queen of Orchids
D. All of the above
2. How often should you fertilize your
tiger orchid
A. Every 7 days spring to early fall
B. Every day
C. Once a month
D. Never
3. When do you repot your grammatophyllum?
A. Once a year in winter
B. Every 2-3 years from Feb to June
C. Never, they like to be rootbound
D. Once a year in spring
4. What medium is used for repotting
your grammatophyllum?
A. Well draining medium
B. Fine bark in mild summer climates
C. Potting soil
D. A and B
5. How often do grammatophyllum speciosum bloom?
A. Every 2 months
B. Once a year
C. Every 2-4 years
D. Never

The Orchid and the Tree.
An orchid seed was flying through the air when it landed on a tree. The Orchid seed said to the
Tree “Is it ok for me to live here?” The Tree asked the Orchid “are you going to feed on me” ?
The Orchid said “No, I landed on the rock first, he never said anything, and it was not safe for
me, then the wind took me to you. So here I am. I just need to live with someone.” The Orchid
said “besides, I would like to live with you. I really like to hear your whispers, in the breeze.”
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DID YOU KNOW? Besides reviewing the one hundred most current awards, you can also find additional reference resources in OrchidPro.

DID YOU KNOW? Exhibits can be awarded more than a beautiful, engraved crystal brick. Silver, Gold, Educational and Artistic Certificates
can also be granted to outstanding exhibits , 176 Educational Exhibit Certificates, and 167 Artistic Certificates.
THE WALTER OFF EXHIBIT AWARD
The Walter Off Exhibit Award is given to the winner of an AOS Show Trophy Award, Silver Certificate, Gold Certificate or Educational Award
recognized as the most outstanding example of these types of awards given at an AOS sanctioned orchid show during the previous calendar year.
The Award shall be determined based upon the submissions of photograph(s) from each judging center of its nomination for the award. This
award was established in the fall of 2017 and endowed by donations to honor Walter Off, exhibitor and teacher of exhibition.
If your society has won the AOS show trophy, a Silver or Gold Certificate, or an Educational Exhibit award, your exhibit may be eligible for this
award.
Need ideas about setting up an exhibit during show season?
OrchidPro contains a combined total of 975 awards to exhibits other than the Show Trophy: 462 Silver Certificates, 170 Gold
Certificates, 176 Educational Exhibit Certificates, and 167 Artistic Certificates.
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Silver Certificate shall be awarded to the exhibit that wins the AOS Show Trophy if the average of all
scores is between 85 and 89 points.
Gold Certificate shall not be limited in number at any show. The Gold Certificate shall be awarded to the
exhibit that wins the AOS Show Trophy if the average of all scores is at least 90 points.
Any accredited judge may nominate other exhibits for Silver or Gold Certificates to be scored according to
the Point Scale used for the AOS Show Trophy.
Educational Exhibit Certificate Awarded to an educational exhibit that furthers the knowledge and education of the public regarding orchids.
Artistic Certificate Awarded to an outstanding exhibit which the judges consider to be exceptionally artistic. No restriction shall be applied to the class of exhibitor, whether amateur, commercial, or professional
florist. The award shall be given only upon the unanimous decision of the judging team assigned.
Review the complete criteria for each award in the Judging Handbook. 6.3 Awards for Display of Plants,
Flowers, and Educational Material
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The American Orchid Society Webinars
Webinars are online video presentations. You can register for an upcoming webinar
or watch the recorded webinars any time. Some webinars require you to be an AOS member.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: http://www.aos.org/orchids/
webinars.aspx
Cannot make it on the scheduled date or time? No need to worry. Register anyhow!
Webinar announcements are posted to Facebook,
Instagram and in the AOS Corner of your Affiliated Society’s newsletter.
We digitize the webinars and they are available to view at your leisure.
GREENHOUSE CHAT Webinars are indexed by topic for future
viewing.
Monthly Bulletin of the Nature Coast Orchid Society

Quiz Answers
Grammatophyllum

-

-

Page 7

The Keiki

AOS Information

November, 2021

When orchids grow into mature specimens, they can be mind-blowingly beautiful. One of the great joys of cultivating orchids is watching them
progress and attain dimensions and flowerings seldom witnessed in the wild. Coddled and pampered in our greenhouses and orchid gardens, with
the benefit of excellent fertilizers, superior media and our well-informed growing prowess, orchids can perform miraculous feats. The AOS rewards such plants with cultural awards such as the Certificate of Cultural Merit or Certificate of Cultural Excellence.
While human beings are obsessed with youthful good looks and we tend not to win any beauty contests as we age, I like to think we become
more beautiful in other ways. If we cultivate ourselves and develop our intelligence, culture and wisdom through experience, travel and socialization, we develop into something truly beautiful — creatures that can make the world a better place for those we care about.
While my expanding midsection and philosopher’s furrows in my brow may not win me any beauty contests, I’ve found that when I strive to do
good works, am kind to myself and others, learn as much as I can each day and share that knowledge, however incomplete, I might still be worthy of a cultural award one day.
SLOW THE SPIGOT Along with days being shorter with the winter solstice approaching, temperatures are cooler, skies are grayer and the
nights are longer. Most orchids (except Southern Hemisphere terrestrials, such as Pterostylis or Disa) are requiring far less water than they did
in spring and summer. Cattleyas should now have mature growths with sheaths, and cymbidiums should show large fat pseudobulbs and the cone
-shaped beginnings of inflorescences, while phalaenopsis should be elongating the spikes they initiated last month. Water and humidity are still
necessary for these orchids to progress toward flowering, but less is definitely more this month. Certain orchids from seasonally dry habitats,
such as dendrobiums, habenarias and catasetums, should be left extremely dry starting now, to the point where the plants drop some leaves.
This, though disconcerting, is part of their culture and often necessary for blooming. It should be noted here that many of the pseudobulbous
species orchids from Mexico and Central America (Lycaste, Encyclia and many others) are experiencing the beginning of their dry season now
and should be watered and fertilized accordingly for the next few months.
PESTER THE PESTS If your plants summered in the yard, by now any pests that may have come inside with your orchids for the winter will have
made themselves known. Make sure to treat any infestations promptly. Most outside insects do not fare well in the greenhouse, and can be eradicated with ease, but it is the sucking parasites that one must start watching for. Without the benefit of rain and beneficial insects, mite populations often explode, particularly on soft leaved orchids such as lycastes or phaius. If undetected, these can do significant damage. Look for small
webbing on the undersides of leaves and a “silvering” effect on the upper surface. This is due to the dying of cells from the sucking arachnids.
Mites are inhibited by high humidity and can be controlled (in a small collection) by regularly wiping the undersides of the leaves with a wet
sponge or rag with insecticidal soap. Larger collections need spraying with a miticide.

WHAT’S AT STAKE With many orchids, particularly phalaenopsis and cymbidiums, sending out spikes, it is advantageous to start guiding the
inflorescences with stakes. Even if the spike is too short to tie at this juncture, setting a stake in the pot near the newly emergent inflorescence is
a good reminder that a spike is coming and the plant should be treated with the utmost delicacy. Longer spikes can be tied and guided upward to
avoid crossing and tangling with other inflorescences. Once inside, many orchids begin to slough off old leaves and growths from previous years,
no longer needed by the plant in the diminishing light. Such leaves and tissues should be removed to avoid rotting in winter.
TEMPERATURES Cooler-growing plants — masdevallias, draculas and cooler growing oncidiums — are thriving now. Take advantage of the natural drop in temperatures to encourage new growth and blooming in these sensitive species. Any hardy orchids such as bletillas, cypripediums and
cremastras that you may have planted outside will benefit greatly from an insulating mulch of pine needles spread deep enough to hold some heat
yet fine enough to allow sprouts to develop in the early spring. In the greenhouse, search out any broken windows or other sources of drafts
that can really hurt your orchids in midwinter. A little attention to this now will prevent heartache in December when the damage has been
done.
— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is the past chair of the AOS Conservation Committee. He is an
AOS accredited judge in the Hawaii Center (email: biophiliak@gmail.com)
ORCHIDS Magazine (aos.org)
https://www.aos.org/about-us/orchids-magazine.aspx
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